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The Anatomy
of an Embargo

Decoding a century-old
blueprint of industrial
warfare from a single page
of state evidence.




UK Wartime Export Prohibitions: Protecting Strategic Resources

Comprehensive Weaponry and Ammunition Ban Aviation and Animal Transport

MILITARY HARDWARE
AND LOGISTICS

Essential Medical Supplies

C
—

GUNPOWDER &
EXPLOSIVE COMPONENTS

-

Critical Chemicals for Explosives

:

Extensive Control of Fuels and Oils

FUEL, CHEMICALS,
AND RAW MATERIALS
: = ACETONE TOLUOL FULMINATE
S EXAMPLES OF RESTRICTED INDUSTRIAL MATERIALS - o OF MERELRY
COAL TAR LUBRICATING OILS
! M Purpose: Specific examples from official lists. IndUStrlaI Metals and TeXtIIeS
PErROLEUM E}ROLEUM @ ® Metais: Chrome, Ferro-chrome, Nickel, Pig Lead
SPIRIT SPIRIT
i — ® Testiles: Silk cloth, Hempen cloth, Cotton waste
. T ™ é hemicals: Dimethylanili |
PETROLEUM SPIRIT BLAST FURNACE FUELS ¢ By Dimethylaniline, Benzol, Acetone NICKEL  COPPER LEAD SILK THREAD FOR

CARTRIDGLES  _.



An alphabetical list hides the blueprint
for a total war economy.

The Origin: Issued by
the British Government.

The Clue: The specific
inclusion of airships
alongside aeroplanes

firmly dates this embargo

to the World War | era.

List ef articies the espertatien of which from the United Kingdom Jas been prohibited

l in connection witk the war. I

Aeetone,
Aeroplan airshiﬂalloons. of all kinds, and their component parts
Animalg , Sa and dranght, suitable for use in war.
ArmgTifies of all kinds, and their component parts.
Bo€sol.
Zarbous required for searehlights.
Cartridges, charges of all Kinds and their component parts,
Chrome and ferro-chrome.
Cloth, hempen.

Copper, ore or unwrought of all kinds
Cotton waste.

Cotton suitable for use in manufaeture of explosives.
Dimethylnalinne.

Perro-nickel and nickel,

Forage and foed of all kinds for animals.
Fulwminate of mereury.

Gunpowder.

Lead, pig, sheet or pipe.

Nets, torpedo.

Qil, ceal tar.

0il, mineral, lubricating,

Qil, blast farnaee.

Oil, fuel.

0il, elive,

Peircleum, fecl-alts

The Context: A state of
total, existential conflict

requiring the restriction
of trade.




The strategy shifted from battlefield
tactics to supply chain attrition.

Hoarding for the Empire Denying the Enemy

Securing domestic supply chains Starving opposing nations of the
to feed an unprecedented exact raw materials required to
industrial war machine. manufacture their own armaments.

Every raw material became a weapon. A ban on export was
simultaneously an act of economic defence and offence.




Sorting the contraband reveals four pillars of the industrial war machine.

Munitions & Explosives | | The Energy Mix

@ B Fulminate of mercury ‘ m
Shale,
| Carbons required for searchlights

Nets, torpedo

Metals & Machinery | Textiles & Organics
Chrome and ferro-chrome Copper, ore or unwrought | m

Ferro-nickel and nickel Lead, pig, sheet or pipe m M




Modern warfare begins in the laboratory
before reaching the trenches.

The vital solvent required to
-AC € t oIl manufacture Cordite
(smokeless powder).

The essential chemical precursor

m for Trinitrotoluene (TNT).

Dimethylanilene

Foundation chemicals for manufacturing Iv
synthetic dyes, explosives, and
B enzo 1 industrial solvents.




Harmless domestic commodities conceal critical wartime applications.

Civilian Use - Concealed Wartime Value

! |

Essential base material for

Discarded textile scraps nitrocellulose (Guncotton).

Cotton suitable for use in
manufacture of explosives

|
l
'. e y

| eyt
Sﬂllﬁ(;‘?g g?gi%u%zble Artillery propellant bags (silk
5 Luxury fashion garments leaves no burning residue to

foul the gun barrel).

| Glycerine extraction for
m Culinary preparation explosives and precision
( machine lubrication.




The sheer volume of fuels marks the dawn of mechanised warfare.

ead, Plg, shee The transition from coal- powered
ets torpedo " ~— steam to internal combustion
011, coal tar. . | engines.
Ofl’ mineral, lubricating. ‘_ * ‘Petroleum, spirit or motor
Oil, blast furnace. 3 spirit (including shell spirit)":
Oil, fuel. R Required for the brand-new
AT B fleets of supply lorries and
O}l’ ol}ve. aeroplanes.
Oil, olive.
Petroleum, fuel-oil. * ‘Petroleum, fuel oil’ & ‘Oil, blast

furnace’: Essential for firing the
boilers of the new generation of

Petroleum, gas oil.
5 Petr()leum, Spirit or motor naval dreadnoughts.
(including shell spirit). '
Sha €. o




The logistics of the era straddled two completely different centuries.

L A\ L L T ey — M e ~ f‘/ a m By = W A e T o e e

Ihe Ancient Paradigm ne Modern Paradigm
Animals, pack, saddle and draught, suitable Aeroplanes, airships, balloons, of all kinds,

for use in war. and their component parts.

Forage and food of all kinds for animals. Carbons required for searchlights.
Millions of horses and mules Simultaneously, cutting-edge
remained the primary engine for aviation and electric searchlights
moving artillery and supplies were transforming the skies into a
through the mud. ~/ new theatre of operations.




Eight disparate exports synthesise into a single lethal projectile

| Copper, ore or unwrought :
UPPER MAIN

EXPLOSIVE
CHARGE

’j.Lead, pig, sheet or pipe

Silk thread suitable
for cartridges

!
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The state's appetite for raw materials
would eventually become insatiable.

—— —

» .B.—A lare nur.n{)er of drugs and other items have subsequently been added to this list.

Details will be published as addenda on receipt.

The Opening Salvo.

This initial list was merely the foundation. As the war of attrition ground on,
governments would be forced to systematically monopolise nearly every
resource imaginable, ending free trade entirely to feed the front lines.




An embargo is a weapon of mass economic disruption.

ol

Economic Warfare Industrial Chemistry Total Mobilisation
Trade policies and export The ability to chemically From silk threads to pack
controls are as critical to synthesise explosives and animals, every sector of

national survival as frontline propellants dictates a civilian life and
battlefield tactics. nation’s staying power in a manufacturing is eventually
protracted conflict. absorbed by the war

machine.
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