The geographieal diseoveries of the
last quarter of the fifteenth century

deeply affected the eommercial rela-
tions of the different countries ef
the world and produeed far reaching
consequences in their history.
Bartholomew Diaz doubled the Cape of
Good Hope, or the Stormy Cape, as he
called 1t, in 1487; and Vasco da Gama
found eut a new route to Indla and
reached the famous port of Calicut
on the 17th May, 1498. "Perhaps no
event during the Middle Ages had
such far-reaching repercussions on
the civilised world as the opening
of the sea=route to Iadia."

Dr, KALIKTNKAR DATTA
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CHAPTER - 2

FUROPEANS MOVE TOWARDS INDIA

201  INDIA'S COMMERCIAL TIES WITH WEST

The commercial relations between India and the West
have been known to exist from time immemorial, In the
seventh century A.D., Arabs emerged as the active sea=
borne traders, with domination over the Red Sea and the
Indian Ocean, In 1487, when Bartholomew Diaz successfully
went round the Cape of Good Hope; and in 1498, Vasco da Gama
discovered the new route to Indla, rounding off the Cape of
Good Hope, Arabs lost their monopoly hut several European

countries began to explore a sea route to India.

The Bull of May, 1493 of Pope Alexander VI had assigned
Inlia to Portugal in its division between that country and
Spain of the undiscovered non-Christian world; and subsequent
treaties between these countries had recognised with modifi-
cations the allocation, 8ince 1580 the sovereignty of
Spain had been extended over Portugal, and the Portuguese
right over Indlan territories had passed to Spanish Crown,
But the Reformation had undermined the validity of the Papal
dispositlons, and the revolt of Netherlands involved the
decision to strike a determined blow at Spain through
depriving her of the monopoly of Eastern trade. The
mbitior. and cowrage of Dutch mercherts in assoclation were
displocad to great adventage In the expeditions of 1595-6
2rC. “598-9 to Jeva, and, !f they were not to find a
Dutch moropoly replacing that of Spain, early action by
the merchants of London was plainly necessary.(1)
Particularly active were the Dutch who rounded the Cape of
Good Hope and made oontacts with the archepelago of South=-
Bast Asia, In 1598, the death of Phillip II, the powerful
king of 8pain and Portugal, emholdened the other Buropeans
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to expand round the world,

2.2 THE PORTUGUESE ARRI

27th May, 1498, saw Vaseo da Gama with his flagship
San Gabriel, sail into the Malebar eoast port of Calicut,
on the western flank of India. This successful voyage
ro::d the Cape of Good Hope after nautical persistence
for more then half a century, heralded a new era of
Western Buropean imperial penetration and conquests in the
East in the following centuries. Callcut was a flourishing
port used by the Arebs, Chinese and Indlan merchants for
thelr trade in gold, ivory, silk, jewels, pepper, ginger,
clnnamon and other spices. Vasco da Gama purchased splces
In India and returned home to sell the purchased goods,
whilch he did for a sum sixty times the total expenditure
he had Incurred during his two year voyage. This amounted
to 3,000 per cent profit, the news of which spread through
Ligoon like wild fire, resulting in a keen competition to

enter this new market,

In March, 1500, under the command of Pedro Alvarex
Cabrel a fleet of Portuguese ships set sail.for India, of
which six reached Callcut and by a show of force negotiated
a treaty of peace and friendship between Portugal and
Zamorin, one of the wealthiest Hindu ruler of Calicut,
elong the Malabar noast in Indla., Cabrel was thus allowed
to purchasz e warchouse, where he posted fifty—four
Portuguese merchants, to meke economical purchases and
stcrege of splces for shipment to the home markét. These
mer~hants were called 'factors! and the establishment came
to be termed the 'factories', Later, in a querrel the
"moors" attacked the Portuguese factory and killed all the
westerners found living there, Vasco da Gama returned to

Indla with a fleet of fifteen ships in 1502, heavily armed
and equipped for a hattle. He blasted bhe Caliocut port

reducing 1t to debris, Several muslim vessels were captured
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and the captives brutelly handled cutting off ears, noses
and hands of about eight hundred "moors"., Thereafter,
Portugel heavily fortified 1ts strategic factories,
fn,read In the Indlen Ocean. In November, 1510, Affonso de
Albuquerque, captured the rich port of Goa, then belonging
to the Biljepur Bultanate, and during his rule ddd his best
to strengthen the fortifications of the city and increase
its commerclel fpportance, (2) which ultimately became

Portugel's Capltal on Indian soil.(3)

2,3 PORTUGUESE TRANE

Portuguese trade with Indla was very flourishing and
ylelded extremely rich dividends to them, Dom Affonso
d'Albuquerque, Viceroy of Portugal in the Bast from 1509
to 7515, wrote to his king, Dom Manoel 3 "I do not believe
that !n all Christendom there will be so rich a king as
Your Highness, and therefore, do _I urge you, Senhore, to
strenmuously support this affair of India with men and
arms, and strengthen your hold in her, and securely
esteblish your dealings and your factories; and wrest the
wealth of Indla end business from the handas of the Moors."(4)
Albuguerque dled in 1515, but before that he secured
Melacca, Ormuz, Diu and Socotra, His suecessors established
Portuguese settlements at Daman, Balsette, Bassein, Chaul
and Bombay, S8an Thome near Madras and Hugli in Bengal.

2.4 JESULT_MIASIONSRIES _ABRIVE

As the power end wealth of Portuguese grew, "Jesult
missionaries arrived in Goa zealously seeking to eonvert
Indiets "heathen" population to Catholicism, but in 1548
Francis Xavier wrote Ignatius Loyola to report pessimis-
tically that "all these Indian nations are very barbarous,
viclus, and without inclination to virtue, no eonstancy of
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smaller and lower. Walls 5 feet thick separated these
rooms, each of which was entered through a set of deuble
doors with space between 80 that one ocould be locked
before the other was unlocked. The inner door was heavily
reinferced with iron lattice work and had an opening for
food and clothing to be passed into the cell,"

2,7 THE PIRTUGUESE RISE

The Portuguese trade flourished as Bhey had “.v..
developed very good relationship with Whe rieh Hindu king
of Vijyanagar., In 1565, with the terridle defeab of Vijya=-
nagar, at the battle of Tellket, the Portuguese trade
started languishing here, and they Increased their
activities at the other factories. About A.D. 1579, the
Portuguese succeeded in obtaining an imperisl firman and
established themselves above Satgaon in Bengal. They
gradually strengthened their position by erectipg large
and secure bulldings around Hugli, which consequently
gathered greater commercial importance than Satgaon., With
affluence thelr appetite for larger gains sharpened and
they extended their activities much beyond the peaceful
commercial pursuits. They started exacting heavy duties
from the Indian tradars, even at thé cost of State
revenues, speclally on tobacco, which had become an

Importent 1tem n~f trade at that time,

2.8 THE FALL OF PORTUGUESE

=

At the helght of their prosparity the Portuguese
started cruel practices in slave trading. They kidnapped
many orphan Hindu end muslim children, and converted them
to Christianity. In their brazen boldness they captured
two slave girls ef Mumtax Mahal, When Bhahjahan wecame
the Emperer of Indla, appointing Qasim All Khan gevernof
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of Bengal ordered him to punish the Portuguese. On 24 June,
1632, under @asim Ali Khan's son, a large army beseiged
Hugli and captured it., Abdul Hamid Laheri, the court
chronicler, recounts that a huge number of Portuguese
scldlers were killed and many more taken as priseners and
sent to Agra. (8) The Marathas snatched from them Salsette
and Besseln In A.D, 1739. 1In course of time they lost most
of thelr settlements except for Goa, Daman and Dieu, which

they retained until 1961,(9)

2.9 THE RISE OF DUTCH

With a view to getting direct access to the spice
markets in South-East-Asia, the Dutch undertook several
voyages from 1556. (10) In 1595 the Dutch launched their
first fleet to India under the commend of Cornellus de
Heutmen, which on return geve them a profit of 80,000

florins, thus stimulating the launching of fresh trips.

On March30, 1602, the States-General issued a charter
to the Vereenigde Oostindische Compagnie (United East
Indla Company, for short celled VOG) granting its
seventy-six directors, a monopoly of trade between the
Capes of Good Hope and Magellan for a period of twenty-
one yearss. They were also empowered to meke war, conclude
treaties, acqulre territories and hold fortresses.(11)
Within three vears the VOE sent thirty-eight ships into
the Triian Oceen and succeeded in defeating the Portuguese
Lleet off Jahore and selzed the Spice Island fortress at
émboyna, in 1605. They established Batavia in 1619 after
conquering Jacarta, In 1639, the Dutch blockaded Goa, and
came to the 1slands of Bumatra, Java and the Moluccas

because of the lucrative trade in pepper end sploes.
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2410 DUTCH FACTORIES

Commercial interests drew them to Indla, where they
established their factories in Guirat, on the Coromand ).

Coast and in Bengal, Bihar and Orissa, The important
factories of the Dutch were established 1n 1605 et
Mesw.lpatnem, 1610 at Pulicet, 1616 at Burat, 1641 at
Blm!'ipatem, 1645 at Karikal, 1653 at Chinsura, 1658 at
Gassimbazar, Baranagore, Patna Balasore, Negapbteam, and
in 1663 at Cochin, (12) By 1603, all the Portuguese
possesslons in India with the exceptlion of Goa, Daman end
Dleu had passed to the Dut:h.

2.11 DUTCH TERRITORIAL JURISDICTION

On the Coromendal Coast, the permission given by the
local rulers fo exerclse a limited territorial Jurisdiection
over the villages adjacent to the factories enabled the
Dut::h to supervise and direct the work of the wWeavers,
dyers, printers, refiners of saltpetre and other artisans
they employed. Besides cotton plece goods, they also
handled indigo, arrack, sugar, grains, diamonds from

Golconda and pearls from the Tennevelly coast,

In Gujrat, the Dutch made Surat the commercial
capitel of West end North India, Iran and Arabia. Fourteen
factories and agencles were subordinated to the director
of Buret. Dutch fmports at Burat were gold, silver, leed,
mercury, tin, copper stz., To the Furopean markets they
exported indigo, saltpetre, cloth, wex, borax, carpets,
dlemonds etc. 'The average profits of the Surat factory
from imports and exports emounted to nearly R. A40,000

a )VOBI'.'
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2,12 THE FALL OF DUTCH

With their success in trade, the Dutch ceme into
bitter competition with the English., In Burope also the
relations between Holland and England had long been
hostile under the 8tuarts and Cromwell. But in 1623, the
cruel messacre of ten Englishmen and nine Japsnese at
Anboyne, sparkled the long smouldering hatred between the
Dutch and the English. Thelr commercial rivelry remained
acute till November, 1759, when Forde defeeted and humbled
the Dutch at Bedara., Finally, the Dutch were ousted (13) |
leaving the English better equipped and stronger in India.i

2,13 THE FRENCH ENTERPRISE

In 1664, the French Eest Indie Company (Compagnie
des Tndes Orientales) was formed et the initlative of

Jean-Beptise Colbert, who reised a cepital of fifteen
million livres tournois (about £ 600,000). In A.D.1668,

was established the first French factory in Indis by
Francols Caron at Burat. In 1669, Marcarz succeeded in
obtaining a patent from the Sultanate of Golkunda and
established another French factory at Masulipetem. In
1672, the French seized 8an Thome, close to Madras but
lost it the very next year to a combined attack of the
Bulten of Golkunda and the Dutch. 1in 1673, Francoils
Martin and Bellanger de Lesplinsy, obtained a little
village “rom *he Muslim governor of Valikondapurem where
the foundetion of Pond!chkerry was laid, Francois Martin,
who took charge of this settlement from A.D. 1674,
developed it into an importent plece. In 1674, Neweb
Bheista Khan of Bengal granted a site to the French on
which they built the famoum factory of Chancernagore in
1690-1692, They were now vigorously competing ggainst
English factors for Indian merchandise,
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2.15 DO'I'mFN_L OF FRENCH
_ fes between the Dutch and the - "'-
French adversely influenced the pcsition of the «French In
Indiz. Graduelly the French lost their hoid end abandoned L
Burat, and Masulipatnam by the .

The resources of

The Buropesn rival¥

their fectories at Jantam,

beginning of the elghteenth century.

the French company were practlically exhausted by this

time, and ti11 1720 1t passed through very bad days,

compeling them to sell thelr 1icenses even to others.

+he Frerch ccmpony was reconstitufed

Between 1720

In Jma, 1720.
as the "Perpetuel Company of the Indles".
end 1742, Lenor end Dumes brought buck 1ts prosperity.

In 1721, the French occupled Meuritius. In.1725, they '
took Mahe on the Malabar coest end in 1739 took Karikal,
but during this period French rigidly stuck to purely
commercial pursuits. After 1742, Duplelr began to cherish
embition of & French Empire in India. For nearly twenty

L
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long drawn internecine
"As a result
and 1756-_-63!
" (15)

¢ Carnatic became the scene of
tween the French and the Engliﬂh.

ccan Wars, of 1746-48, 17&875h,
e French out of Bouth India. _
herry made an unconditidnql
t of Jinji- and Mehe,
The French thus lost

yeer
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of the three De
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On 16th January, 1761, Pondlc

surrender, followed shortly by tha

French settlement on Malabar coast.

¢ thelr possessions in India, which were restored to

them by the Treaty of Parls in 1763. (16) .

5.16 ENGLISH TRADFRS MQVE TOWARDS _INDLA

d company ..

In 1551, the first Engllsh chartere ] ,
Bebasfiaﬁxf

orgenized to seek a northeast passage to Indla.

Cebot, Its governor, and twelve counccillors contributed

£ 6,000, 81ir Hugh Willoughby commended the first

expedition in 1553, but all his crew were frozen dead n

Russiats Siberien ice. In 1583, Osborne and Staper'

subsidized the outfittings of a boat nemed Tiger and sent

her east to run the Portuguese blockede., The shlp was

czpiured off Crmuz and its merchant tfactors' were taken
us prisoners to Goa, one of whom was Ralph Fitéh, Relph
Fitch sent home a Letter in which he wrote, "Goa islthe
most principal clty which the Portuéals have in India;"
and described how wealthy the inhablitants of Goa were,

how richly veried were thelr commodities, how sumptuous
wero thel) pelatial homes, and how buéy and bustling |

wore 1ne ctbher Tadism sitles,

2,17 FITCH_SPEAKS ABOUT INDIAN RICHES

8tenley Wolpert (17) writes that Fitoh visited Agra
eand Fetehpur Bikri in 1585, and "he estimated the
population of each of Akbar's capltals at twice the size

£
of London, whose populatlon then was only about a hundred
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thousand, When Fitch returned to London 1n. 1591,
many mare taleg

he had

produce to show, further Whetting the appetites of his

merochent comrades to risk all on the passage east,"

2,18 THE IMAGE OF INDIA

India and the East in general, hed developed a
8='ong Image for the English and the Europeans, with which
€very individuel, perticulerly the middle, affluent i
higher classes of soclety were concerned both when active '
and healthy at the dinner table or lying crumpled and sick
in bed. Brien Gardner (18) graphically described, _“The eas
was Important because from there came the suppl y c;f pepper
and splces; such as cloves, nutmeg, cinnamon, and also '
ginger, were of value and great Importeance as pm'tial
preservatives of food, and edditives to a European -
population accustomed to fresh mest for only a few mon‘l:hs
In the year. Meat eaten at that time would have been '.
lergely unacceptable to modern palates, but withoujt spices
ri:ch of 1t would have been virtually inedib]_.e.i-tﬁpices -
hed a considerable place in 1life; men were prepered to
dle In search of them, as many did; nc gift was more
acceptable, and to ‘be well supplled was a mark &f sta‘bus;l
wealth could be measured In spices. They were also the
basis of manv medicines, But the east was also widely
believed te contain fabulowr viels end richec epert from
pleces, and it was this rlgo wilsh tamnted “he more

advenbirrouc e anbltious merchants in Lisbon, Arsterdam,

Antwerp and Londoun,"
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J
ain (22) Comments, "The leglelative power . thus

conferr
erred on the Company was vary limited and restricted
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In its scope and character,,,. ‘E\thi

©r, while greuting tia
legislative power,

the Charter made no reference to any

factories or territories, the reason probably was thet at

this early period no territorisl acquisitions by the
Company were contemplated, To start wish, the Company was
envisaged purely as a mereantile.or commercial enterprise

and not as an instrument of political power acquiring. fore:

varritories. This explelns the absenes of any authority

in the Company to legislate for ‘ohe_governahce of any
factory M | S

2,21 FIRST VISIT TO INDIA

The third expedition launched by ‘he merchants of .
London left in March, 1607, which actuslly was the fﬂl.rsllt 8
visit to India made by the English Bast Radla Company.(23)
Captain Williem Hewkins dropped anehor off Surat et the
mouth of River Taptl on August 24, 1208, whish was the
Mughal Bmpire's principal port. Wolperd (24) writes, "whe
embessador "Hawkins arrived, ermed with 25,000 pieoes-of
gold and : . a letter from James I to the Mughal Emperor
Jehangir, Surat was a bustling clty. Dhis western
gateway to India was packed wlth Muslim pilgrims walting
for the ennual shlp to Mecca; 1ts indigo and eloth ware-
houses bulged wlth merchandlse ready for export....its
bezérs were Jammed with merchents from mosb of Asla,
peddr’ing evervthing from peacock's to white elephants, from
scarsz greln *0 oplvm, from pelm leaves to gold. - Nelther
Hawkins nor his ship were eagerly awalted by “he govérnor
or merchants of thls busy seventeenth-century port, and
Hewkins would soon learn to his despair thet Indla had
no more need to trade with England at the dawn of that
century then she had interest in the produce of any
Western power. Nothing England mede et thls time wes
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in 1611. {,25)

2,22 COMPANY _PROF] PROFI____gLﬁ

In Enéland, events were teking a di.fferent turn.

Brien Gardner-ﬂzs) reporta that
_ _éxpedition to India were 234 per -oent,

pr'dfi‘l:s i‘rom the th.:Lr‘d

end "the Eaat‘i‘.ndia
a.‘l.k of. the

. Company end 1ts - adventurous voyage was 'I:he
' city of London.. ven *he Bast Ind.‘..a_company b.ad quie‘bly

g established for itself en important position in Engliah :

Consequently, in 1609, the. Compeny eided the

\

?olioy ofﬁnsnci.ns ead'\i wyage separately and from 'bheredn
the ahareholderaixmds vere used for the general opa:'ation.

OOD]DIGI‘CB.

The - company took on a pe%manent*:}oint -s8tock bass.s.

\

2,23 FQRGEFUL ‘ors:mm:on éF SURAT
\ \. \

Three Engl!.sh ships, u.nder \qne commend - afmr\Hem'y
Wiadleton heached Burat end drel: e ‘q‘t:ractegy £ bake:

reprisals egainst_the Suret merehanth who had oppoaed
HﬂWkﬂﬂ’?-peT{ﬁiOn in the Mughal éauxﬁ, They obstructed

the Red Sea trade of the Surct iehehmnty snc cenpelled them
n 1612 to adnit two Buglish shipt to Surst port under |
‘Ca;'ptain Best. I'lfst established ;himsn'.lf: P Wpln Algt he '
aucceeded in defeating the Port'u'guése: forces '"B;i\Sm*a;:%
Wolpert (27) records, "Best's victbry at sea shifted the
balerce of Anglo-Portuguese power in the Indian Gobqn.....
Mighty as the Mughal army was, Jahangir hed no fleet, Ynd
the Mughel's had come ‘to depend on Portuguese frigetes 10\3}‘
the costly proteotion of thelr anmual pilgrim ship to



Mecca; they now leoked instead toward the mere
seawerthy, less blgoted British for thia rellglounly

vital service.’

2.24 PORTUGUESE ARREST ENGLISH PARTY

Earller, Willlam Foster writes, in 158% Newburry
and hils campanisns, who had sailed and planned te reaoh
India by land, were ebliged te change their plan due te
the non-availability ef an interpreter, "Ferced, theraefore,
te risk interference on the part ef Pertuguese, the
'1itt1e party embarked for Ormus.....our travellers were
arrested and sent to Goa. At the latter place they were
_,Gemmitted t5 prison, where they remained ﬁpr about @
msnth......Early in April 1584, under pretext of on
excursion, they slipped over the berder inte the
territory ef the King of Bijspur.t (28)

2,25 FITCH RECOUNTS THEIR ARREST

Reiph Fitch (29) recounts, "In the yeere of our Lord
- 1583, I Ralph Fitch of London, marchant, being desirous te
‘see the countreye of the Bast Indlav....set forth....Gea
standeth in the countreye ®f Hidaloan (Adil Khen i.e. the
king ef Bijepur)..... At our coming we were oast inte

the prison, and examined befere the Justioe and demanded
for letters, and were charged to be sples, but they oould
proovsz nnthlnn'hy us. We eegntinved 1 crlson b1l the
two ani bwzntic of Ducember; snd then wo ware set el

' libertie, putting in sureties for two.theusand duckets
net to depaft the tewne."

2,26 PERMISSION TO ERECT FACTORIES

It took Roe seme two years and nine menths ef

heggling, he meneged to win permission in 1619 far the
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Brnglish East India Compeny to bulld a foctery at Burat,
but he ceutioned the Company sgainst seeking territerial

scquisitien in India, edvising his countrymen te rest
content with profits derived frum "quiet trade,®

Early in 1613, Jehangir issued o firmen permitting
the English to establish » fectery permenently et Surst,(20)
The English Company, quickly sent an sccredited ambasgador
of the King ef Englend, Jemes I, to the Mughal Court,
81r Thomes Ree arrived towards the end of 1615 and
remained till Februery 1619. He Bucceeded in securing
severel privileges far the Company, perticularly the
permission to erect factories in certain places within
the Mughal Empire,

2.27 A TEEATY WITH MUGHAL EMPEROR

In 1618, with the effirts ef Sir Thomas Ree, Fester
writes, "the English Company entered into a treaty with
the Mughel BEmperer,....It provided :

(1) That the disputes emongst Company's servants will
be regulated by their ewn tribunels.

(11) Thet the English peeple will enjoy their swn
rellglon end lews in the administratien of the
Compeny.

(111) That the locel native autherities will settle such
disputed ceses in which Enslishmer »ng Hindus or
Muslims weve (Ku parties

(1v) Thet the Yughai Guvrerncr -r Kezi »f the relevans
place will pretect the English pecple from ell

sorts #f oppression end injury,"



30

BECOMES pREMIER _BASE

2128 M

1rst factory in
Surat bec

shed a8

Surat wes establl
enn the

ame 1ndependent
31) Suret becamé

The T
subordinate +o Bantam.
n ef Bantal in 1623.(

porary abolitie
British whe tnereafter, gained

destroying

tem
emier base nf the

the Arabian Sea
r in 1622 and selz

+the Pr

centrel over

and PEFBIBH Gulf,

ing Ormuz.

Portuguese povwe
ERVANTS

2.29 AUTHORISED 70 PUNISH BRITISH S

ents-establisned.
pawers for paintaining -

With the trading settlem by the
need was felt ef
tg gervant

Company in India,

discipliﬁe amongs
meet the situatien, Jeme
1623, the prwer O

+ the Company s on land. Te

s I granted te the
f issulng comnissions te

Ccﬁpaﬁy en

Februery 4,
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suitable punishments on them,
ce should be inflicted
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murder or other felo
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#in case of mutiny, ny".after-trial

by Jury.(32)

2.30 FACTORIES AT MADRAS & BENGAL

Agencles at cther places in India were opened from

time to time and were subordinated either +o0 Surat or

T . 4 ;
ersng,  The factory et St. GecrzZe, wihich eventuslly
became T ' Nad

-me the seat rf Medres Presldensy, wWas establishec

in 1639 as e subordinate to Bentem. The earliest factories
in Bay of Bengel were established at Hariharpur and
Balssore in 1633 under Furt St. George, but these were
abandoned in 1642. The first foctory in Bengal proper

wes esteblished et Hooghly in 1651. In 1657, under a

fresh chart 7
arter granted by Cromwell, the eastern establlsh
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In 1685-86, Bombey Was crected into the chief

sept of the British power in the Best Indie. In 1686
]

Company to €

In 1687 Bombay was

the new Charter empowercd the rect courts of
judiceture to exercise martiel low.

reised t . dignit
ed to the dignity of @ Regency. In 1715, Bombay Was
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crected and independent gruuldunuy.(jh)

"the Company nequired huge chunks of land in
India under different terms and conditions. Thesc eroes
were soottered over ports of Bombay, Modras nnd Bengel
and were edministered by o Presidont and Council composed
of civil servents of the Comprny in esch arce known ng
Presideney towns. Fort Williem, Cnlcuttn, acquired »
special stetus amongst the three Presidencics beceuse it
was the Headquerters of the largest territory consisting
ofnot only Bengel, Blher, Orisss but also of all other
terrvitories conquered by the Compeny. It was in a
position to eventuelly become the copitel of British
India efter Clive's victory st Plasscy in 1757.' (35)
Under the Regulating Act of 1773 the Presidency of

Fort William at Celcuttea "wos cructed into the seet of

the chicf power in India; snd the Presidencics of

Madras and Bombey were rendered subordinate to it."(36)

We will, thercefore, turn owr attention to the developments

in Bengel.
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