Birth of a State,
One Eraser at a Time.

Deconstructing the 1950 administrative
order that transformed the ‘United

Provinces’ into ‘Uttar Pradesh’.

CRIMINOLOGICAL INSIGHTS

BY DR. MRIDUL SRIVASTAVA
A forensic teardown of Government Order

No. 993/III-I0(I2)-I947, demonstrating
how monumental geopolitical shifts are
executed at the micro-logistical level.

From

Gobvernment of Uttar Pradesh

No. 993/I11—10(13)-1947

SHRI BHAGWAN SAHAY, 1.cs,,
Cnisr SSCRETART TO GOVERXMENT,

Urrar PraADESH,
To

ALp Heaps op DerarTveNTs, CoMMISSIOVERS OF Drmisions, DisTRiCT OrriCERS,
IDistricT ARD SsSSI0HS JUDCES AXD OTHER PxINcCIPAL Hrags ep OfpCSS,
: . UrTsR PRAOB2H,

Daird Lucknow, February 6, 1856.

Sukject :—UTTAR PRADESH —New name of this Slate.

I am directed to say that by the United Prooinese (Alteration of Kama) Order,
1950 [made by the Goveroor General under egetien 390()) of the Goverament of India Art.
1950, on Jannary 24, 1950] the name " United Provinces ™ has been changed to UTTAR
PRADSSH with effect from January 54. 1950. The Goverament of India notification
pobiishing this Order in the Gasstis ef /ndia Eatreerdinarg, dated Jannary 24, 1550, has
been ro-pnbilshed in the Citar Prodeck Ceocla Estroardinary of the same date,
2, The new name will, of course, be used in all official papers, documents and
correspondencs, ete,, and in this connesion. I am to convey the following orders :

(1) The sld name esisting in all forms of stationery and other dcpartmental forms,
ete. in stock in the varions offices shall be esered and in he place the new
name shall be inserted in typeseript or manuseript. This cﬁa.nge may be
made as and when these forzes are being put to uze.

(2) As regards the forms of statinnery and deportmental forms in stock with the
Superintendent, Printing and Stationery, Olver Pradesh, that officer will
arrange to znbstitute the new name for the old one by obliterating and over-
printing, in so far as this man convenisotly be dune without involving any
appreciable extra expenditora. To casee where it is not possible to do so, bo
will sontinne to supply the existing forms to the requisilionieg aulborities
who will make the change as suppored in sab-paragraph (1) above, All
forms, ste, printed in fotore wil], of courss, bear the ncw name.

(8) Changes would be necessary in all official seals, badges, insignis, etc, Action
to have new seals, eto, prepared should, therefore, be taken immediately by
the anthorities cooceranl,

(4) All official sign beards, notices, etc, containing the old name should be changed
to the new name,

Yours faithf

BHAGWA

Sta,

No. 993(11/111—10(15)-1947

Copy forwarded for lnformatioo to—

?) tbe Ascountant Gooeral, Uttar Pradesh,

2) all Departments of the Secretarial (for n action.
ment will please take action for uecessary legislation
in the sldce and tests ef anestments, ctc),

Ea; Director of Information (for pablicity).

4) the Chairmen/Presidents, all Municipal Boarilc/District

S Qommitte_gc;Notiﬁad Arsa Committces, Uttar I:Vedtsh,

Y




From United Provinces to Uttar Pradesh: =~ ADMINISTRATIVE IMPLEMENTATION
The 1950 Administrative Transition Stationery &

— Document
THE LEGAL MANDATE K

Updates
, Effective Date: 24 January 1950

’ _&_ Gazetted Notification

publishing| The official date the name “United Provinces” | { OffICIaI _Se?ls
L Press— [ was legally changed to “Uttar Pradesh”. and |ns|gn|a

Legal Order of 1950 Authorities must take

immediate action to prepare
and procure new official

The change was enacted under the United badges inc Uttar Pradesh
Provinces (Alteration of Name) Order, 1950 Seal
;%LW MA\Z/\ ———— — - a o
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[ ey e Slfiels D&\ Public Signage
| | United |> & Notices
United o Uttar 1|. Provinces N n
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= must be updated
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to the new name




¥ No. 99S/111-—10{13)-1847

SHRI BHAOWAN SAHAY, 1.c5.,
Carsr SSCKETARY TO GOVERMMERT,
Urrar Paaonsn,

Aty Haaps cr DepapTseents, COMMIERIONZRS OF Divimioxs, Dorrmicy OPTICRES,
Disrarer xxo Bsss1oss Joooss axo cTHER Paixciral Haaxs oy Orrices,
. Drrak PaaoeEn,
Duied Lackboro, Febraarg b, 1950,

Sobject :—UTTAR PRADESH -New name of this Siate.
< Sta,
Omot, hedon, 1 an direeted to sag that by the United Provinces (Altecation of Kama) Goder,
[0 1200 [gmde by the Eoverner General tuuice sestide 20111) of the Oaverument of habin Act,
156h. oo Janoary 31, 1880) the name = Duited Provinces  bas been changed to UTTAR
PRADSSM with eflect from Jaunary 2), 1650. The Government of India netilieation
g:cblhhng thic offeet in the Gaortle of lmila Eatromdieorep, dated Juooary 34, 1959, has
n vo-published in the Uleer Prudech Coerite Brircerdinosy of the nsme dete,

2. The new name will, of conses. be need tn all offielul 'pa:cn, donsments and

correspondencs, ctc., and in fhis connarion. 1 am to convey the following ordett, »

(1) The old name csisting In all fortoe ol stationery and othes departmental forms,
ete. in stock in the vosions officcs shall be cvesed and in he place the new
name shall be inearted in typresriot or manuseript. This change may bo
made as sad when thano forree cso being put to uve,

(8) As regarda the forsas of stationery and depactmental forms in stock with the
Superilinstioos, Priating aod Btatienotry, Utrar Predoch. that officer will
artange to sabelitute the new name for the old one by obfiterating and over-
pduting, in so far as thle can couventently be done withont invoiving any
appreciohle estea ezpenditore. In cesce whers it is not poodble to do so, ko
will continne 1o copply the existing forms io the requisitiening avthoritie
who wili make ths chaage ae amgened in sob-pasegosph (I) above. All
forms, ctc, priuted in firrure will, of cocrss, beer the new watse. :

(3) Changes would be necsssasy to all offiele] sacla, budgee, Insigats, ete, Acticn
to bave now seals, ete., prepared should, therefore, be taken imamediaisly by
the antherities conernent,

(4) All oflisiiel ciga boards, notiete, clc, containing the old name should be changod

to the new name,
Yours feitbfully
BHAGWAN SAHAY,
Cliny Secrefary.
No. 880 ()/LIT—10(13):1947
Copy forwarded for ioforamtioe th—

(3) the Accountant Geperal, Uttar Pradesh,

(8) Alf Departsoents of the beeretarial (lor necescary aoticn. Legislative Depart-
ment will plasse take action for necessary legislstioo to make the change
in the ritlse and tests of snactmeete, ete),

(4) Director of Tofoematian (lor pnblicity),

(4) the Chairmen/Presidents, oll Municipal Dossoh District Boardr/Town Area
Conmiitace Noicfied Ases Comadtioce. Urtar Pindesh,

{6) Chairmen, all Tmprovement Trusts, Uttar Pradesh,

(6) the Presideat, Development Board, Kanpar.

Ne, 6E62)(FH—1SHS).1847 7
Copy also forwarded fos iofosmnitan and anch action as may be considereil
necessery Ur—
g)) Chicf Secrcteries, all Etate Gonernmente.

2) Postmaster Generel, Utter Predesh, Clhicle, Luckonw,
d) tbe Counmander, Ustar Pradesh Area Headquastres,
4) the Burveyer Geoeral of Talle.
3) Deputy Director of Map Publication, Saevey of India, Dehra Dun.
(8) Gaoeral -

(0 Sast Indfan Raihsay, Coleoiva ;

(0) Geeat Indias Tiezssada Badety, Bombsy ;

?il) Bombay, Basoda and Ceatvel fodia Raliway, Bombay, and

1¥) Avadh and Tirbut Raiiway, Gorailipur.

By order,

BHAGWAN SAHAY,

The Artefact:
Order No. 993/III—10(12)-1947

Date: February 6, 1950 (13 days after the
Republic of India was formed).

Author: Shri Bhagwan Sahay, I.C.S., Chief
Secretary to Government.

Subject: UTTAR PRADESH-New name of this State.

Recipients: All Heads of Departments,
Commissioners of Divisions,
District Officers, District
and Sessions Judges, and other
Principal Heads of Offices.

A single sheet of paper tasked with
implementing a massive constitutional identity
shift across one of India’s largest regions.




The Legal Mechanics of Renaming a State

Nt A AMAY - ‘“.‘I“M--’

Dated Lucknow, February 6, 1950.

I aM directed to say that by the United Provinces (Alteration of Name) Order,
1950 [made by the Governor—General under section 290(1) of the Government of|India Act,
1935, on Januagy 24, 19501 the name “United Provinces” has been changed fo UTTAR
PRADESH with effect from January 24, 1950. The Government of India notification

pubhshmibthls Order in the Gazette of Indl1 Extraordinary, dated January 24, 1950, has

been re-published in the Uttar Pradesh Gazette Extraordinary of the same date.

\4

Timeline of a Transition

\4

' The Mandate January 24, 1950 February 6, 1950
Governor-General issues the The constitutional effective The Administrative Rollout.
United Provinces (Alteration date. The order is published Chief Secretary Shri Bhagwan
of Name) Order, 1950 under simultaneously in the Gazette Sahay issues the logistical

section 290(1) of the of India Extraordinary and directives to enforce the new
Government of India Act, 1935. re-published in the Uttar identity across all state

Pradesh Gazette Extraordinary. machinery.



Information Architecture of a Government Order

The Legal Mandate

Establishes the authority, timeline, and legal
basis for the communication.

The Logistical Directives

Four numbered points translating the
constitutional shift into actionable, physical
tasks for civil servants.

The Circulation Network

The precise routing list required to ensure
compliance across independent government
ecosystems (from railways to the military).

Scernérey kv Cenwmencraf,



ssspondence, ete., and in this connesion. I an

(1) The old name existing in all forms of
ete, in stock in the varicns offices
name shall be Inserted In typresri
ared v $s and othess mene shico: ne-
name sod and in the place the new
manmseript. This change may be
put tee nse,

(2) As regards the forms of stationery ai
Buperintendent, Printing and Stai
arrange to substitnte the now vanm
priating, in so far as this nen sy
appreciable extre espenditurs. In
will continue to supply the existh
who will make the okange us enj

| —— e ——

(3) Changes will be necessary in all officiah,
to have new scals, ete,, prepared shenid,
lonoss, will be requiddisniing anthorities
who will continue coneera, be changed
to the new name.

(4) Dircetor of Presidents, all Municipal
Boarda,/Dietsict Kod Teonrolttea, Towa
Committees/Notified Arca Committees,
Uticar Fradesh.

(3) Churissoen, all Traprovement Trusts, Uttar,

Presnilent, Development, Kanpur,
T —

The Administrative Action Matrix

Category

Target

Directive

Governing
Principle

Paper Assets
(Stationery &
Forms)

Existing stock in
offices and with
the Superintendent,
Printing and
Stationery.

Erase old name;
insert new name in
typescript,
manuscript, or via
obliterating/over-
printing.

Frugality. Must be
done manually to
prevent waste.

Physical
Assets
(Seals, Badges,
Signboards)

Official
public/legal
facing hardware.

Prepare new
seals/insignia
immediately; change
all official
signboards and
notices.

Absolute Necessity.
Legal validity
requires immediate,
immediate,
complete
replacement.



The Frugality Equation of a New Republic

prlntlng

forms, etc, printed 1n future wi

_(_R)_Cbg_nﬂ:ae_nmuld_huﬂceggnrv 1n n" o

made as ana wWIIen TIese I0rmsS are DEINE putl TO USE.
(2) As regards the forms of stationery and departmental forms in stock with the

arrange to substltute the new name for the old one by obhtermg officer will
itioning authoritiv-

printing, Wlthout 1nvolv1ng any apprec1ab1e extra expedlture 1) shove.

name.

, OI coures, Dear

Ffeial hadoe

Core Insight

Just three years after independence,
India’s administrative engine was
highly resource-constrained. The
birth of Uttar Pradesh was not
accompanied by an immediate, lavish
rebranding.

The Directives

All

L]
L
- Q1

Instead of discarding obsolete materials, the order
explicitly demands manual labour over capital
expenditure. Civil servants are ordered to:

¥ v ™\

typescript.

Erase old names | | Insert new names | | Obliterate and
by hand. in manuscript over-print existing
(handwriting) or bulk stocks.




The Clerk’s Protocol: Implementing the Change

shide s What type of
Logistical Decision Tree g o e

+—_;*

Is it an official seal, Is it existing paper
badge, or signboard? stationery?
‘ YES
Is it held by the
YES Superintendent of
YES Printing? NO
Action: Discard and Obliterate and Supply ;q.requisitioning
replace immediately. over-print (if authorities to manually
(Reference: Points 3 & 4). cheap to do so). erase and re-write as
they use them.
(Reference: Points 1 & 2).

A NotebooklM



Updating the State’s DNA

(3) All official sign boards, notices, etc. containing the old name should be changed

to the new name. 3 .
Yours faithly, « The Legislative Burden
BHAGWAN SAHAY,
ot ik Point (2) instructs the Legislative Department to
- V0. 993(1)/111—10(12)-194 i : : . .
Copy e forénfomlatil?n(t ) . - t}?ke acFlonhfor necessary legislation to make the
the Accountant General, Uttar Pradesh, 1 ’
(2) all Departments of the Secretariat (for necessary action. Legislative Depart- Clase ln. the titles and texts Of. enactments.
ment will please take action for necessary legislation to make the change The phy31ca] name Change was ]USt the surface;
in the titles and texts of enactments, etc), S i i
Director of Information (for_publicity). ke decades of existing United Provinces laws
O LTS, alcp ";‘", RSTE/ oL ATeA required formal legal amendments to reflect the
(5) Chairmen, all Improvement Trusts, Uttar Pradesh, 3
(6) the President, ngelopment Board, Kanpur. new entlty‘
No. 993(2)/111—10(12)-1947 T X o \\
Copy also fi ded for informati d such action as may be considere . .
—_— :gl so forwarded for information and su I y Controlllng the Nal‘l‘atlve
1) Chisf Secretaries, all State G ts, . .
o P}:)siénoa:g: gef;i{??, Ut&r: pé%?éﬁfée, Lo Point (3) forwards the order directly to the
3) t , Uttar Pr arters, . . o o
e e, L Director of Information (for publicity). The state

(5) Deputy Director of Map Publication, Survey of India, Dehra Dun.
(8) General Manager— :

recognised th ini ‘
() Esat Indias Railway, Calcutta g that administrative changes

ii) Great Indian Peninsula Railway, Bombay ; ’ ] ' '
(B S B Cont- i Ry, Bambay, and FEqUITEC ACtVR L€ broadcasting (G1ake 081
(iv) Avadh and Tirhut Railway, Gorakhpur. o A in the citizenry’s consciousness.



The Ripple Effect: Broadcasting the Mandate

Loglstlcs & Infrastructure

1

(East Indian, Great Indian
Peninsula, Bombay Baroda &

Central India, Avadh & Tirhut)

£

Local Governance

- Chairmen of all Municipal
Boards, District Boards,
Town/Notified Area Committees

- President, Development Board
Kanpur

kr Archivist
<:::ostmaster General UP Circle>
- Four major rail networks

Bureaucratic
Radius Diagram

Defense & Mapping

- Commander UP Area
Headquarters

Chief Secretary,
Uttar Pradesh

Extensive

> grassroots

communication
required.

- Surveyor General of India

- Deputy Director of Map
Publication, Dehra Dun

Critical for
updating
> official
cartography
and boundaries.

™~

State & National Liaison

A

- Chief Secretaries of all
State Governments

Financial and
administrative

- Accountant General

+> records
alignment.




The Duality of Nation-Building

Structure
fountain-
pen hight
highliging

The Grandeur

The Grind

On January 24, 1950, a stroke of
the Governor-General’s pen
under the Government of India
Act, 1935 rewrote the geopolitical
map of the subcontinent,
officially birthing Uttar Pradesh.

regional railway networks.

History is proclaimed in Extraordinary Gazettes, but it is implemented by bureaucrats crossing

By February 6, that sweeping Moe
constitutional change became |notes
the burden of thousands of

clerks, tasked with scraping
ink off old stationery, carving
new rubber seals, and rewriting

train schedules across four

Synthesis
insight in

out old names with a pen to save a newly independent republic “appreciable extra expenditure’, | "¢ r-fon!

system

(IV) AVaall and LUt ’alIway, GOraKIIpur.

By order,
BHAGWAN SAHAY, &

Chief Secretary to Government,
Uttar Pradesh, .
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