While the East India Company was in
supreme oharge of Indlanraffairs, it
could feirly be said that the
dlrectors always put a brake on
territorial expansion, though the
men on the spot might sometimes
hanker after extended power or feel
that it was necessary,

PERCIVAL GRIFFITHS

British rule in India was easlly the
most spectacular instanes of
Imperialism practised in modern
times and India offers the example
of a classical colony eof exploi-
tation.....The western colonial
policy, as could only be expected,
was formulated primarily, if not

solely, to serve the interests of
the western nations,

N. R. RAY
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CHAPTER - 3

ENGLISH EXPANSION IN BENGAL

3.1 ENGLISH STRATEGY IN BENGAL

"The English found it far more difficult to settle
in Bengal than in Madras. &t Madras they purchased a site
for settlement from Hindu Raja; they had built a factory
and a strong fort fifty years before the Moghuls invaded
Peninsular India. In Bengal the BEnglish found the Moghuls
already in possession; consequently they had great
difficulty in establishing a trade; at last they were
allowed to establish factories, but were strictly
prohibited from building fortifications of any kind."(1)
Wheeler adds, that in 1633 "the English obtaZned permission
to trade in Bengal....No English ships were allowed to
enter the Hugli river. In 1640 the Bnglish obtained further
privileges from the Moghul. One of the daughters of Shah
Jahan had been severely burned by her clothes catching
fire. The factors at Surat were requested to send a
surgeon to Court. A certain Dr. Gabriel Boughton
attended to the princess, and effected a perfect cure.
Shah Jahan was overjoyed, and told Dr. Boughttn to name
his own reward. The patriotic surgeon requested that the
Bnglish Company might be allowed to trade in Bengal without
reyment of any duty. The boon was granted; Boughton
rbtained a firman, and proceeded over land to Bengal. He
reached Piply, and saved an English ship from the payment
of duties. At that time Sheh Shuja, the seesond son of
Bheh Jahan, was Viceroy of Bengsl. ODr, Boughton psaid his
respects to the Viceroy. He cured one of the ladies of
the prince of some sickness. The English were then

pernitted to bulld a faotory et Hugli, but without
fortificetions, "
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3.2 TRADING _PRIVILEGE OBTALNED

Sulten Shuje 1ssued a firmep in 1651, granting the
Company the privilege of trading in return for s fixed
annual payment of duties worth k. 3,000. (2) Keith (3)
writes, ..., in 1650-1 & settlement was made at Hugli
ond later extended to Patns and Kesimbazar. But no
affective soverelgnty could be obteined,...The sgents of
the Compeny had to content themselves with efforts to
secure exemptlon from transit duties and customs in
considerstion of an annuel psyment of 3,000 rupees, and
In 1656 they obtained from Bhseh Bhuja a grant freeing
them from demends on these counts, The factors were
coueclelly Interested in the concession which applied to
thelr privete trade as well ss to thet of the Company,
while the latter bore the burden of the payments to the

local guthorities, "

.3  FORIRESSES STRENGTHENED BY COMPANY

The Charter grented by Cromwell in 1657 gave Company
fresh cpportunities by amelgemating the various joint-
stocks into one joint stock, and this greatly eased the
Compeny of its finenclel difficulties, The thirty years
following the Restoration of 1660 wes a period of great
expension end prosperity in England. Charles II
ccifrmed the old privileges enjoyed by the Company
and on jrd April, 766171 granted a new Charter (4) "In
order to meet the existing circumstances more effectively ,
the Company's power end oommand over 1ts fortresses was
strengthened, The Company was authorised to appoint
Governors end other 0fficers for proper administration....
The Charter further suthorised the Company to empower the
Governor and Council of wach one of 1its fectories or

treding centres et Modras, Bombsy and Calcutte to
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h respect to the persons employed under them,

administer, wit
justice according to the English

both the civil and criminal

The Company under his patronage entered into a

Law."
pe-ind of unprecedented prosperity.
3,4 FROM_ IRADE _TO TERRITORY

The increased prosperity of the Company whetted

their appetite and "i peaceful trading bocy weas transformed

into a power eagre to establish its own position by

territorial acquisitions' largely in view of the political

disorders in the country." (5) Wolpert (6) observes,

royal charters granted the company rights it hed never
uding permission to coin money,

NMew

previously possessed. incl
tc sxercise full jurisdicvion over all English subjects

¢.iding at its factories or forts, and to make war or
The merchant

Ll
-

peace with "non-Christlen powers" in India.
adventurers of London thus became a virtual state unto
themselves, and acted accordingly whenever east of Good
Hope. More than a hundred English factors resided in
Indis efter 1660 and, for the reamining four decades of
the century, they recelved enough specie from home to
purchase whatever goods they requircd to assure the

continuing flow of an average annuel profit of 25 per cent,"

3,5 COMPANY'S_ JUDICIAL POWERS

Join (7) ¢rrments *het the Charter of 1661, "has
w0 ‘mportent bearing ¢n the evolution of the Judicial
gystem in Indta. In the year 1651, the Company
presented an address to the Council of gtate in England,
praying for the grent of powers under the Great Seal of
England, to their Presidents end Councils in India to
enforce obedience !n all Englishmen resident within thelir

Jurisdiction, and to punish offenders conformably to the
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Consequently, on hpril 3, 1661, Charles

la?.'ﬂ Of Englal‘ld-r“ .
It authorised

ranted @ nev Cmarter to the Compeny.
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the Covernor and Council (Bruce

each factory to Judge gll peraons, wheth
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Nwhereas the purpose

the Company or 1iv

criminal, according to the 1

judgment sccordingly." Jain (8) adds,

arter of 1600 primarily was tom

1ine among the gervants of the
1ts purpoee

ake arrangements

of the ch
Company ,

for keeping discip
the charter of 1661 had a

wes to create a judiciel gystem £
The charter indicatec clearly

ut that

wider perspective;
or the Company's

territorial possessions.
peny was not merely a trading concern b

that the Com
ccoming a territorial power also."

1t was on its way to b

3.6  COMPANY _RAISES MILITARY FORCE

"By Charter of August 9th, 1683
power
the Compeny was given full /

Kelth (9) recounts,
to declare and make peaee

ond war.... to raise, arm, train, end muster such military

forces as seemed requisite and necessary....This remarkable

grent was accompanied by a provisio reserving to the

Cr..n the power of making peace and was 'when we shall

be plessed to interpose our royal authority therein',

and 'the sovereign right, power, and dominion ever ell

the for+s, nlaces and plantations'. We have expressed in

urmisgicf-eble Prrbfor *he essentlal rule that the

acquis’;'on o govaveisuty by subjects of “he Crown 1s

on behald of “he Crown erd not In their own right."

Kelth further adds, "The charter also mede important

z::::::T?.Tfi:Zdi:irzE: Judlclal arrengements of the

ot o oo e er provided for the establishment
ceture to consist of one person

learne
ed in the civil law and two asslstants to be
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urt was to determine

d by the Compeny. The co

appointe
ure of ships or goods for

w5 of forfeit

trading contrary

...... ol

the charter, and merc
rsons within the charter limits, and cases Of

juries and wrongs done on the high seas or

antile and maritime cases ¢
to
ing pe
tresspasses, in
h'n the chavter 1imits."

wit

3.7 4 PORTIFTED SBITLEMENT

The Company decided to protect themselves by force,

for which they thought of having a fortified settlement at

t between the Mughals

Hugli., Hostilities actually broke ou

and the English on the sack of Hugli by the la“ter in

0~ sber 1686. Hijll and the Mughal fortifications at

21 asore were alsc stormed by the English. The Bnglish

L

were repulsed from Hugll; and abandoning 1t went down the
river to a fever-stricken island at the mouth of the river,
whence, Job Chernosk, opened negotiations which ended in
securing permission for the English to return to Sutanatl
in sutumn of 1687. But hostilities were renewed 1n the
next year when a fresh naval force was sent from London,
under Ceptain Williem Heath, with orders to selze Chitta-
gong. The commander, however, failed in his object and
then retired to Madras, These rash and aggressive

e~.'ons on the part of the English stopped as a result

of “he Presjdent and Council of Bombay concluding a peace

Witk “be Mughel Emperor in 1690. Job Charnock returned to

Bengal in August, 1290 and established an BEnglish factory

at Sutanati. (10)

F
aweett (11) records that in Celoutta, "After Job

Charnock
nock hed finelly settled at Suteneti in 1690, the

facto:‘ y
Y had various difficulties to contend with. Thus

In 1693
2: owing to tho piracies in the Red See thet wer
e
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attributed to Europeans, Aurangzebe suspended the Compeany's

privileges, and their trade could only be carried on

secretly. 4ll idea of establishing a Court of Jundicature

was, therefore, postponed; (C.R.Wilson, Early Annals of the

English in Bengel, vol. I. p. 147.) end in 1698 the

Council was instructed to send prisoners to Madras for

trial, if necessary. (Bruce, John, Annals of the Honourable

East Indie Compeny, 1608-1768, London 1810.)"

3,9 BENGAL DEVELOPMENTS OF COMPANY

Coptein Hamilton (12) summerises the developments
in Bengal as, "The English settled at Calcutta about the
yeer 1690, efter the Moghul had pardoned all the robberies
and marders committed on his subjects. Mr, Job Channock
(13) being then the Company's Agent in Bengal, he had
liberty to settle an emporium in any part on the river's
side below "Hughly'sS..... Mr. Channock choosing the ground
of the colony, where it now is, reigned more absolute than
2 Rajac... for when any poor ignorant native transgressed
v 3 laws, they were sure to undergo a severe whipping for
a nenalty, and the execution was generally done when he
st dinner, so near his dining-room that the groans

Was
and cries of the poor delinguent served him for music....
Mr, Channock # went one time with his ordinary guard

of syldiers, to see a young widow act that tragical
~etastrophe (sati); but he wes so smitten with the
#idow's beauty, that he sent his guards to take her by
force from her executioners, and conducted her to his

own lodgings. They 1lived lovingly many years, and had
several children."
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3.10 CONSTRUCTION OF FORT _ WILLIAM

Hemilton (14) further records, "Fort Willlam was

built an irregular tetragon, of brick and mortar, called

ition of brick-dust, lime,
comes to be dry, 1s &8

Within the

puckah, which 1s a compos
molasses, and cut hemp; and when 1t
tougher then firm stone or bricke...
hratta ditch the English Governor and
At one time, the Moghul

hard and
1imits of the Ma
Councll relgned supreme.
authorities outside would have 1iked to interfere in
matters of revenue; they never cared much about the

administration of justice. &s far as natives were

concerned, the English were free to exercise the powers
of 1ife and death. They had nothing to fear from Hugli,
Murshedebad or Delhi; and the time had not come for them
to have anything to fear from Westminlster Hall. The
administration of justice, wherever Englishmen are
concerned, has always been a matter of paramount importance.
Wherever there is an English element, there 1s a develop-
men’ of English courts of justice and forms of law, In
the earller history of the English Settlements in India,
the Governor exercised a paternal authority as the agent
of the Court of Directors - the local heed of the

Company's establishment."

3.11 ATTITUDES OF BRITISH IN INDIA

Discussng *the attitudes of the British in India
Micheel #dwardes ('5) einborates, "FOR the first fifty
years of thelr rule in India, the British never felt
wholly secure or even convinced of the permanence of
thelr dominion, They were often oritical of what they
8ew around them, but they were careful not to allow
their feelings to influence thelr sotions in caese it

eroused ;
opposition which they might not be in a position
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to resist. At the seme time, they had some respect for
Indien culture or at least certain aspects of it. In

the eighteenth century there was considerable social
Intercourse between the British and the Muslim aristocracy.
Many British officiels spoke and read Perslan, the

. terary language. BSome of them regarded themselves as
b |

Lndlan rulers..... Towards the ead of the century, hdwéver, "
the British were becoming conscious of a sense of racial |
superiority. The easy social relations they had with
Indians began to decline,"

3.12 GULF BETWEEN INDIANS AND CONQUERER'S

John William Kaye (16) meticulously elaborates,
"There is one point of difference (between Mahomedan rule
|
end those of our own dominions in the Bast) which will [

readlly presnet itself to the mind of even the most

Inexperienced reader. It will at once occur to him, that
tane Mussulman conquerer, though differing in religion,
and to a certain extent 1ln manners, from the Hindoo, was
still a member of the same great Oriental family, and
exhibited, in his ordinary Intercourse with the inhabltants
of the conquered land, as many points of resemblance as
of difference, and even in the latter very often
assimilated his own customs to thos,of the country of

his adoption, He sat on the ground; he ate hls dinner
with hls f'ngers; he covered.hls head and uncovered hls
feel In-~doors; he secluded his women; and if he did not

' »ing with him the same amount of regard for ceremonial
coservances, and the same rigid ldeas on the subject of
cleenliness and uncleanliness of external things, he

wes very soon impregnated with them. The Mehomeden
conguerer ruplidly became Hindoolsed. He fused himself

into the general mess of the people. He was not a
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Tarter, or an Afghan, but a Mshomedsn Indien. India was
his country; he ves not merely in 1t, but of it. He, or
b's father, or some more remote ancestor, hed emigrated

thither, mnd hrd forgotten the country he hsd left
be hj.nd ) "

"But between the English conquerer end his Hindoo
subject there 1s an impasseble gulf. There is nothing in
ocommon betweer. them, The British gentlemen, who £111 ell
the prinelpel offices of the stete, are not Christien
Indlens, but Christisn Englishmon, They heve brought
thelr own ocostume and thelr own customs with them, and
keep them on the benk of Ganges ss they would on the
banks of Themes. fThey 1live slope - utterly separated
“rom the mess of 1he people = end sre surrounded with a
prostipge of superlor wisdom and superior strength; but
still, in meny respects, sn astonishment and a reproach

in the eyes of our benighted brethren,"
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