CRIMINOLOGICAL INSIGHTS
BY DR. MRIDUL SRIVASTAVA
The Living Ledger: e
Constructing the South Indian Village

An architectural and sociological deconstruction of how primitive hunter-gatherer roots
and imposed Aryan statecraft amalgamated into the enduring Indian village

Indigenous Roots:
The Sacred Grove & Community

Early settlements center around collective
reverence for neture and communal living,
The Sacred Grove (Kavu) serves as the
spiritual and ecological heart, dictating
spatial organization.
connection to land, represented by earthy
terracotta and deep forest green motifs.

Aryan Imposition:
Statecraft & Hierarchy

Introduction of rigid social structures,
land taxation, and centralized authoritly.
The village layout is reorganized based on
varnashrama dharma, with elear
demarcations for different social groups.

Represented by stark charcoal and faded
indigo grids and geometric forms.

Amalgamation: The Enduring Village

. =y ’ A complex synthesis where ancestral practices are integrated p " Sy Py
within imposed structures. The village becomes a "fiving T Yot —
ledger,” recording centuries of socio-coltural negotiation and gy
adaptation. The Sacred Grove remains a vital, albeit cften i

contested, space within the transformed landscape.



The Evolution of the South Indian
Village Community TERM OF RELATIONSHIP

5 | ACROSS LANGUAGE GROUPS

GOVERNANCE AND

Growth of a sophisticated social organism from foundational roots.
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orms of cities, often built around a Self-Government '
Neolithic and Cenral ket and tempis, These communities were

Dravidian Origins self-governed units with their
own police, courts of justice,

and shared expenses.

The Five-Member
Council
Villages were managed by an
i elected assembly of five
\ . members representing different
| community elements.
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Matriarchal Communal :
¢ N Social Structure Land Tenure Accountant Watchman Carpenter Blacksmith
o = Original Dravidian communities  Primitive villages practiced g i " "
were organlzed on a a system of K omilite Specialized Village Officers
matrlarchal basis, where property” where land was held Essential roles included the accountant,
children were identified with in collective ownership. watchman, carpenter, and blacksmith, all

the mother's village. supported by communal grain allowances.



THE INDIGENOUS FOUNDATION

THE SACRED GROVE

A preserved remnant of the primeval
forest, housing the local gods. The
spiritual anchor.

COMMUNAL CLEARINGS

Arable land systematically cleared by
neolithic forest people (‘sons of the
tree’) and held as communal property.

THE ORIGINAL MARKET

The nexus of early trade, invariably
situated at the geographic centre
near the temple.
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formed by isolated families, but by the
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THE MATRIARCHAL COLLECTIVE
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LINEAGE & GOVERNANCE COMMUNAL LIVING

@ Descent traced exclusively + — s Iy
through maternal ancestors. 1

% Villages ruled by the mothers
and maternal uncles. III :

BACHELORS'

HALL
/ ﬁm

< Fathers (often nomadic hunters
from different tribes) had little
concern with the affairs of //

the children. \\(\\/\D | /}
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4 Separation of youth: Unmarried men and women lived in
dedicated bachelors’ and maids’ halls.

' 4 Communal provisioning: Food supplies gathered collectively
(D\ /\Y (@ O [T (edible roots, forest produce) for common meals.
% | @ Education: Village elders taught laws of the forest and the chase

in the village grove.
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The Arrival of the Pastoral Patriarchs

| A purely pastoral people who initially viewed
agriculture and trade as degrading (Laws of Manu
| explicitly blame agriculture for 'injuring the earth’).
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Primitive Agriculture in a Village, Vizagapatam District

Society structured entirely around the father as
warrior, leader, and head of the family.

Daily life dictated by strict religious codes: daily
sacrifices, maintenance of the sacred wedding fire,
| and preservation of purity.

Cheerful, freedom-loving people... who helped

them in winning the fruits of the earth.




The Indo-Aryan Master Plan

@ The Rectangular Enclosure: Watchtowers & Palisades:
The standard shape, directly High towers over village
derived from the fortified gateways to protect from
camps of their first invaders. Wilc(ii beasts and hostile

raiders.

Convex Roads: Broad roads
constructed with a “convex

@ Bathing Places: Essential =
preliminary for sacrificial \

worship, placed near rivers : | surface like a tortoise”
or lakes. i = and drains on both sides
: for sanitation.
© Watchtowers & Palisades: : :
High towers over village @ Inalienable Family Homes:
gateways to protect E :
o wildberstalnd = Houses were the private
hostile raiders. Ll | property of freemen,
A , T =i ending the purely communal
7///'1 OO OOy housing system.



Two Distinct Cultural Blueprints

i T : V.7 || i
I\ | _ The Ol‘lglnS Matrix 7z 7 ‘%‘
., T_’[‘he Dravidian Foundation The Aryan Arrival J
Economic Base Forgst clearings, communal thtle farm[ng, pastoral wealth,
Il "~ _M agricultural land. private family land. 1 a8,
R cociallStructure Matriarchal, totemistic, youth in Patrlarchal joint families, rigid
3 M separate halls. purity laws.
Governance Tribal councils, non-hereditary Centralised statecraft, royal
! M clan chiefs. sovereignty, taxation. TN
b "M Animism, Earth Mother, | Sun Godes, sacred fire, highly =0
| XSp Iritual Ideal__) propitiation of demons. codified daily rituals. e
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The Indo-Aryan Superstructure

The Scaffolding (Aryan Superstructure)

- Taxation and revenue systems tied to a sovereign.

- Advanced agricultural techniques (millets, barley,
wheat) supplementing indigenous rice.

- Imposition of federal mutual protection under
arajah.

The Substratum (Dravidian Foundation)

- Matriarchal inheritance retained in the south.
- Communal principle of primitive settlements.

- Original territorial boundaries preserved (often
guarded by aboriginal tribes like the Parayans).

"+ | Synthesis: The indigenous Dravidian system provided the unshakeable bedrock
= | upon which the highly scientific, administrative Indo-Aryan economic superstructure
; was built. Amalgamation through absorption, not erasure.
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The Five Pillars of Village Parliament

..,./ The Communities

W\ Safeguarded the general nghts Y
’ //\ A\ Y and pnvnleges of the people / \\
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The Executive Officers o / The Priests
Supervised revenue collection S f;j;-;-., . A Controlled public religious
and the administration [ W 4 The General "\ N\ \ ceremonies and temple
of local justice. L /] i,;ljj.;’" Assembly of \V \i\J v administration.
) Freemen \ 1
| WA\ (Local self-government
independent of
N\ imperial ministers) 7/

The Astrologers == The Physicians
Fixed auspicious times for T Tasked entirely with

public ceremonies and
foretold coming events.

public sanitation and
health.




~ (Principal

% Naduvézhi

The Feudal Rings of Malabar

The Outer Ring: Nads

ities governed by a
commanding 100+
soldiers)

The Inner Ring: Désoms

The Mechanics of Obligation

|

[ No direct taxes levied on
the people.

L )

¢
~ Chiefs possessed demesne lands |
cultivated by themselves or leased to

tenants (kudians).

L =1

Military quotas of Ndyars were strictly]

requisitioned for offensive and
defensive warfare.

——p

o

Even social matters (marriages,
festivals) required explicit permission

(Individual villages governed by a
désavazhi commanding <100 soldiers)

L

from the chieftain.
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The Psychology of the Village Shrine

Early Dravidian animism spiritualised the earth as female. These Grdma Dévata (village
goddesses) possessed two distinct aspects based on the duality of nature.
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S Baraolan g i i e f\z% The Protectors & Pumshers
- Givers of corn, producers of fertility. L S v\ - Malevolent & Fierce
- Examples: Lakshmi, Saraswati, Bhagavati. C}_C,‘ RS RNy - Protectors against evil spirits,
LR 7 bringers/curers of plague and cholera.

- Examples: Mari Amman (smallpox demon),
Kali, Raktadanti (bloody-toothed).

The Shrines (Kavus)

Simple stone images placed under shady trees, often walled with a single gateway,
occasionally featuring clay horses for deities like Ayyappan to ride on nocturnal patrols.



Coaxing the Exhausted Earth

Phase 4: Renewal

The soil is revived and prepared
for the next cycle of cultivation.

Phase 3: Propitiation
(March - May)

The time of abundance and
thanksgiving. Shrines are
decorated, the pujari (priest)
becomes inspired through

dance, and blood sacrifices are
offered to ensure future prosperity.

Phase 1: Harvest

Successive yielding of crops leaves
the Mother Earth exhausted.

Phase 2: Rest & Menses
(Jan/Feb)

The earth must be coaxed back
to activity. During this three-day
festival, the Goddess is in her
menses. Granaries are closed, no
paddy is sold, and no agricultural
implement may be touched.




Assimilation of the Divine

The Dravidian Stream

The ‘Cruel Earth Mother’, local
godlings, blood sacrifice, fierce
protectors of boundaries.

The Aryan Stream

Solar deities, high spiritual
truths taught by forest hermits,
routine dietary offerings of
vegetable products.

The Transformation

- The Earth Mother became the bride of
the Aryan Sun-God.

- ‘Dread Durga’ was transformed into the
beauteous wife of the ascetic Siva.

- Over time, Brahmanic worship absorbed the
village goddesses, substituting vegetable
products for blood sacrifices.



The Linguistic Ledger of Kinship

The amalgamation of cultures is permanently recorded in kinship terminology.

No. Terms of Relationship. | Telugu Brahmans. | Camureo Brahmans. Nambudri Brahmans;
1 | Father's father's father 3 arn ROOtS < :\'lllt\ht'l_]iil Z
| (Great grandmather). (Sanskrit/Hindi) '/ /7 N  Muthana, |
) y .. : . iika ae Teta ... | Ajjs or Thistha ... | Muthachan (older
2 ‘ Father's father (Gran . T\ L i father).
3 | Father Plthmvyan, ChaCha, Tau. : ina, Tandri ... | Appa or Thando ... | Asohan
3 ‘ather ¢
4 ' Father's mother's mothe (Structural, distinct). |
(Great grandmother). |
5 | Father's mother ... | Pithah ‘ 2 Ajji or Thayi . I\v‘IuthaLihai) (older
‘ mother).
6 | Mother ... | Mala / Father’s Amma ... | Amma
7 | Father's brother ... | Pithruvya, Jye e B — lia (if Appa (Dodda), (if |
Kkabahai h , (if elder, Appa
rOt er f (Cikks) (if , Appan
| , younger). |
8 Father's brother's wife ... | Pithruvya Pukai & N/ —-‘“:‘:_:‘ f ma (if elder), | Valitmus (if elder),
ST £ mma (if Chlerianma (if
: 23 ). younger).
o e pe e M /< Dravidian Roots yRUREE
9 | Father’s brother’s son ... | Pithruvya P X (T .1 T 1 )
N\ 1\ | ami / ejlueu if elder), | Jeshtan Anujan
Y : : g i ta (if
10 | Father’s brother’s taughter Pithruvya Puthri . . :
: - Periappa (if elder), }

Jyreiniahli Anuja-
thi.

Chittappa (if younger). <.

10 | Father's brother's daughter | Pithruvya Putkri

e (Age-relative, communal focus).

Takeaway: The varying terms across Sanskrit, Tamil, Bengali, and Nambudri Brahmans reveal a society that
merged the patriarchal precision of the north with the communal, age-relative nuances of the south.




The Power of Amalgamation

Core Conclusion:
The chief characteristic
in the history of the
Indian village
community is its
capacity for
amalgamation without
losing its internal
principle of social
organisation.

The Enduring Hybrid

- Before the Aryans, the village
was an autonomous, .
matriarchal, communal unit.

- After absorption, the external
shell remained the village, but
the internal structure was tightly
knit by Indo-Aryan economic
and administrative genius.

- It survived wild beasts,
predatory hordes, and changing
empires precisely because it
evolved into a perfect hybrid:
self-governing, spiritually
rooted, and structurally sound.
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