AGREEMENT

A-=TEite Governvoents of Indic and Pakisin, solentaly ugree thak
ench dili enonce. to the otnortites throgghont ite restitony. romplete
squality ef pitisanchip, Irceapective of religton. o full sonse of secutity
in conpeet of file, pullsm, preperty ond persasal hicsene, Boodom of
movement wettiun soch conntey and freedom of cocnpation, speech and
worelsig, ankjoet to lrer and niorahity.  Membets of the minorities chatl
have squal oppertunity with memboss of he mmajority oomul:z to

Both

participate o the pubhe lita of their agantrs, ua nedil portical or
otfies. ond tn oocra 1o thalr sonorry’s ertil nad arwed foroee.
Oovernments declare thase tighta to he, tandamental and wodertake
te endocor thean efftatlively.  The Prioe Misleter of lodie has drewa
attention 1o the tast tlotd theea righte are goarantoed to all minoritics
1. Lodia try 138 eouetitation. The Frhne Idimister of Pablsian has
poluted eal thet stuiiler provision caleta lo [he okjectives Resolation
sdeptod by foe Gonastitient Asreniply of PsRtdtan. Ir iz the poliey of
bota Oonermneats that the onjoyment of tiroge domeonctie sights sheil
be assured to all thelr nationals without dietination.

Beth Governments wish to smophagise thet the aliegianee snd
loyalty of the minarelioe is to the Bises of which thay are pitionns, and
Avser that it s to the Gevernmaent of their owo State that they should
look for the redress of thelt grievauves.

R la rospoct of scigsanta foom East Bengal, West Bengal,
and Triporn, wheee communel disturbances have raccutly ocourred,
It ia agrord betwoen the tao Goveruments ;

(1) That there shall be freedom of movement and protection in
Transit ;

() Thet there sball be froedbes to remere as mueh of his
moveehie peromenl offeeta aod honschold gaods os a
migrant neey with to take with him. Moveable pmpertg
shall Inclode porransd jeveliory, The muattnom cea
nliowed to sach edolt migesur will bo Ha. 100 and esch
origeent child Ra 785,

lil) That a migrant may deposit. cuch of his personal jowellery
or each at he doss not wich to tako with bim with a
baak. A preper roetips chalt be furnished to him by the
banh for nach or jewellery thes deposited and lecllittes
shell be provided, ar and when requited. for thetr trancler
to bim, tobject, ae zogards cnsh to the eachonge regnie-
tions of the Government concerned ;

(to) Thar {bere chitll be no bacssament Uy the Clbt;om.
anthorities. At cach oortoms peat upen by the
Governments concerned, Lietinn OE:do‘ the other
Gaverument shall be pamed to enserr this in practice;

(o) Righta of ownersbhip in or ecenpaney of the immevyable
operty of a migrant shall not be disturbed. 1f during
ﬁ- nhemeco, enol praperty io reonpted b‘;tncthcr pomen
{s ahall te retarved o him, pro bhe comee
back by the Slrr Decambes; 1BE0.  Whore the migeaat
was a cuttivating owner or tenaot, the land shell be
rostored to bim, grovided thet Mr returos not Iater
titen the Klet December, 1000, In caceptional eeses.
If &« Government considres that a migeeat™s immoveahle
prugesety cannot be recarned to bitn, the master chall
te referred to the appropsiate Minority Commisston for
adviee,
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The Delhi Pact: -
The 1950 Agreement
on Minorities

A visual breakdown of the landmark
Nehru-Liaquat agreement on migrant rights,
property restoration, and communal harmony.

Signatories: Prime Minister (]Wm Lok Nehrue
Jawaharlal Nehru (India) &
Prime Minister Liaquat Ali A Khan

Khan (Pakistan). Al




The Core Philosophy:
Fundamental Rights of Minorities

é é i 0 o A \.IQ'
i A, W i ]
Equality Security Freedom Civic Participation
Complete equality of L Full sense of security .—. Freedom of movement, | |4 | Equal opportunity for
citizenship, irrespective regarding life, culture, occupation, speech, and public office and service
of religion. property, and personal worship (subject to law in civil and armed forces.
honour. and morality).

! I ! !

Fundamental Guarantees: Both Governments declare these rights as fundamental and undertake to enforce them effectively.

CRIMINOLOGICAL INSIGHTS BY
‘ Dr. Mridul Srivastava Ph.D., FISC, D.Litt. |

Assistant Registrar and Faculty in Criminology
Dr. Ram Manohar Lohiya National Law University, Lucknow

| ‘ ARCHIVAL DATE: 1947-08-15 ))



The Nehru-Liaquat Pact of 1950 A Blueprint for Minority Rights

A bilateral agreement between India and Pakistan — - 8 April 1950 -
intended to protect minorities and regulate the Signed by Prime Ministers Jawaharial Nehru and Liaquat Ali Khan, addressing the

rights of migrants following communal unrest. strmn?igirt:r:itir.] crisis and establishing fundamental rights for citizens and protections

Protections for Migrants and Restorative Justice

Fundamental Rights of Minorities

Freedom of Transit
and Assets

Migrants may move freely
with personal effects and
cash up to Rs. 150 per adult.

Equality of
Citizenship

Both nations guarantee
equal rights, security, and
participation in public life
regardless of religion.

Worship and Property Rights /\
Expression ‘ Ownership remains with . —
Citizens are assured the migrant, with land 3 1

freedom of movement, T L . : . \\ restoration guaranteed
occupation, speech,and ~  Administrative Implementation Bodies . ifthey return by 31

1950 g~

worship subject to law. December 1950.
f/‘\f

, Measures Against 0
State Allegiance Forced Conversions 4
Minorities owe \
allegiance to their home Minority Commissions Joint Minority ot gove-m"f‘ents(; SrLse =
state and must look to it C icci f Enaui Board 1o focodniseiorce / >
for grievance redressal. OIMIMESSICNS OUENQULY Dalcs conversions and pled_ge to /

Consists of one Minister Presided over by a Local administrative punish those responsible. //
) and representatives of High Court Judge to bodies tasked with 0
majority and minority investigate the causes maintaining contact with

4 communities. of disturbances. minority districts. \



The Principle of Allegiance

Core Principle: The allegiance and
loyalty of the minorities is to the
State of which they are citizens.

F=y 4—@

The Mandate: Minorities must look exclusively to the Government of
their own State for the redress of their grievances.

RD:
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Immediate Relief: Freedom of Transit

N W

Checkpoint 1:
Complete Freedom

Checkpoint 2:
Physical Protection

Checkpoint 3:
Customs Oversight

Unrestricted freedom of
movement across the
borders of East Bengal,
est Bengal, and Tripure

Guarantee of safety and
protection while in transit
between the nations.

Explicit ban on
harassment by Customs
authorities.

Mechanism Callout: ‘Liaison Officers’ from the
@ other Government must be posted at agreed

customs posts to ensure fair practice.




The Economics of Migration: Moveable Assets

Items Allowed [

, | Strict Cash Limits
Unrestricted removal of

personal effects, ' - Maximum Rs. 150 per adult

migrant.
household goods, and - Maximum Rs. 75 per child

personal jewellery. migrant.

Banking Rights

e =

Migrants possess the right to deposit excess cash or
jewellery in a bank. Proper receipts must be furnished,
with facilities provided for future transfer (subject to
exchange regulations).
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Diagnostic Matrix: Property Rights & Restoration

Asset Type Rights Retained Management Mechanism
1 Moveable Property Unrestricted rlght. tq remove Bank c_j.eposns and transfer
(up to cash limits) facilities guaranteed.

Ownership undisturbed.
Property must be restored if

Immoveable Property C
(exceptional cases referred 1

(Returnees) : ’
CELOptEC Minority Commission).
Managed by a legally empowered
3 Immoveable Property Unrestricted right to dispose of | Trustee Committee (3 minority reps
(Non-Returnees) via sale or exchange. + 1 Govt representative) to recover
rent.
9 g
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Restoring Order:
The Action Plan for Civil Peace

Punish Offenders

Q Impose collective fines and
— establish Special Courts for

prompt deterrent effect.

Recover Property

Make every possible effort to
recover looted goods.

Halt Propaganda

Prevent news, radio, or
individuals from rousing
communal passion. Rigorously
deal with offenders.

Protect Territorial
Integrity
Ban any propaganda directed

against the territorial integrity of
the other country or inciting war.




Restorative Justice: Crucial Interventions

Abducted Women

Mandate:

Forced Conversions

Set up an agency immediately to
assist in recovery.

Mandate:

Representation:

Strict non-recognition of forced
conversions.

Representatives of the minority
community must be actively
associated with this agency.

Legal Standard:

Any conversion effected during a
period of communal disturbance shall
be deemed a forced conversion.
Those guilty of converting people

Said D

forcibly shall be punished.

1 e D[
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Seeking the Root Cause: Commissions of Enquiry

7 . NS
oy To enquire into the causes and extent of recent disturbances
Objective:

and make recommendations to prevent recrudescence.

Judicial Leadership:

Must be presided over by a I:Judge of the High Court.j

A\

Standard of Trust:

The personnel of the Commission must be selected so as
to ‘inspire absolute confidence among the minority.’

7




The Archival Dossier
SEPT 1950 - OFFICIAL RECORD

Restoring Political Confidence

O fiy

On-the-Ground Presence Cabinet-Level Inclusion
The two Governments decided to Mandatory inclusion of minority
=== depute two Ministers (one from  [=======  community representatives in the
each country) to remain in Cabinets of East Bengal and West
affected areas for as long as Bengal.
necessary to restore confidence. (Note: The minority community was already
represented in the Assam Cabinet).

SEPT 1950 - OFFICIAL RECORD



The Institutional Machinery: Minority
Commissions

Core Mandate: To ® observe and S report on the implementation of the Agreement,
take cognizance of breaches or neglect, and advise on necessary action.

I

East Bengal West Bengal

' Handled directly by the two Central
i Ministers until appropriate
. alternative machinery is established.




Composition of the Commissions

Top Tier (Oversight)
Two Central Ministers (India & Pakistan) - hold the right to attend and
participate in any meeting.

Middle Tier (Leadership)
Chairman (Provincial or State Minister concerned).

One representative from the One representative from the
majority community. minority community.

Y
(Chosen by/from their respective representatives in the Provincial/State Legislatures).




Operational Protocol
& Reporting

Ground Contact

Maintain contact with minorities in
districts via Minority Boards
(which replace the earlier boards
from the Dec 1948 Inter-Dominion

Agreement).

7 A

Independent Operation

Each Commission appoints
necessary staff and determines
its own internal procedures.

Simultaneous Reporting

Reports are submitted simultaneously to
the Provincial/State Governments and to
both Central Ministers to ensure total

fransparency.

| SEeT \9599
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Level 1:

Provincial Action @
Provincial Governments implement
recommendations if supported by
both Central Ministers.

[ e ——————————
Level 2: NI
Central Disagreement @A

If the two Central Ministers
disagree, the matter is immediately
escalated.

Level 3: & K
Prime Ministerial Arbitration =

The matter is referred to the Prime
Ministers of India and Pakistan, who
shall either resolve it themselves

or determine the agency and
procedure for resolution.

(e




Legacy and Continuity

Continuity Clause: Except where explicitly modified by this 1950 agreement, the
previous Inter-Dominion Agreement of December 1948 remained in full force.

Historical Impact: The Delhi Pact stood as a monumental framework, attempting to
codify restorative justice, strict property rights, and cross-border institutional
accountability in the immediate aftermath of partition-related communal violence.

-3 ITDTINCC PU I UG IS %lwnmm
Agreement of December, 1948 shall remain in force.

JAWAHAR LAL NEHRU, LIAQUAT ALI KHAN,
Prime Minister of Ifndia. Prime Minister of Pakistan
NEw DELHI :
April 8, 19350.

JAWAHAR LAL NEHRU LIAQUAT ALI KHAN
(Prime Minister of India) (Prime Minister of Pakistan)

— - -

SEPT \950
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