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FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS
AND CITIZENSHIP

of movement, occupation, speech,
and worship subject to law.

The Nehru-Liaquat Agreement of 1950:
Safeguarding Minority Rights

ABSOLUTE ; ISigmﬁ on 8 Aprlilf1950, establishing a
ilateral framework for minority protection

E(l'.:ll(l:?_ll_.llTY i following communal disturbances, SAFE TRANSIT
O ZENSHIP guaranteeing equality and security. AND MOVEMENT
Both nations guarantee total Migrants are granted freedom
equality regardless of religion, of movement and protection
including security of life and while in transit between
personal honour, the two nations.
SECURITY OF
IMMOVEABLE
PROPERTY

Ownership of land
and bulldings remains

EQUAL CIVIC OPPORTUNITY with the migrant even

Minorities are entitled to hold during their absence.
political office and serve in their MIGRANT CASH ALLOWANCE

country's armed forces. (1950 TRANSITION)

looted property, and assist in
recovering abducted women.

o O &7 RESTORATION OF
FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION an £ , SOCIAL ORDER
AND BELIEF . M’,‘g#kLT M?(;'F:k?\” | Governments must punish
Citizens are guaranteed freedom "\ Rs.150 4/ Rs. 75 communal offenders, recover

Defines specific financial limits
for migrant categories.

PROTECTIONS FOR
MIGRANTS AND PROPERTY




The Triad of Bilateral Crisis Management
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Physical &
Economic

Security
The 1950 Pact

¢ Codifying fundamental
minority rights

e Establishing safe transit
corridors

* Frameworks for property
restitution

////

Cognitive
Control

1948-1949 Memos

(e

e Suppressing hostile
propaganda

¢ Regulating mass media

war or amalgamation

» Preventing narratives of

Diplomatic

Infrastructure

1949 Protocols

e Centralising inter-
dominion communication

e Preventing provincial
friction

» Designing bypass lanes
for bureaucratic efficiency




The 1950 Delhi Pact: Balancing Rights and Allegiance
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Guaranteed Rights

e Complete equality of citizenship,
irrespective of religion.

e Freedom of occupation, speech,
and worship (subject to law and
morality).

e Equal opportunity in public life,
political office, and civil/armed
forces.

iz

Demanded Allegiance

e Minorities must look only to the
Government of their own State
for redress of grievances.

e Allegiance and loyalty must
remain explicitly with the State
where they are citizens.




Anatomy of a Migrant’s Transit Corridor

Departure |

The

Transit

Customs

\ & Deposits /)

Migrants permitted to deposit

cash or jewellery in banks prior
to travel, receiving official
receipts for future transfer.

Post

Complete freedom from
harassment. Posts monitored
by a deployed ‘Liaison Officer”

from the opposing Government

to ensure compliance.

\ Allowances /,

e Moveable Property: Permitted
to carry personal effects and
household goods.

e Cash Limits: Maximum Rs. 150

per adult; Rs. 75 per child.




The Property Restitution Framework

Moveable Property Immoveable Property Looted Property
Rule: Right to remove freely Returning Migrants: Ownership | Rule: Immediate mandated
across borders. undisturbed. Must be restored if | efforts by both Governments to

the migrant returns by 31st recover all looted assets.
Mechanism: Cash/jewellery December, 1950.
deposit systems with bank
receipts for exchange Non-Returning Migrants:
regulation compliance. Ownership vests in the migrant

with unrestricted right to sell or
exchange. Managed by a
legally empowered Trust
Committee (3 minority reps + 1
Govt chairman) to recover rent.




Restoring Provincial Normalcy (Section C)

N\
K
Punitive Action

Imposition of collective fines for deterrent effects.
Special Courts appointed to ensure prompt
punishment of offenders against persons/property.

\
Human Recovery

Immediate establishment of specialised
agencies, associating minority representatives, to
assist in the recovery of abducted women.

N

Religious Protection

Complete non-recognition of forced
conversions effected during communal
disturbances. Perpetrators strictly punished.

Judicial Enquiry

Setup of High Court Commissions of Enquiry
to report on causes of disturbances and
prevent recrudescence.




The Enforcement Architecture

Supreme Resolution

The Prime Ministers (Jawahar Lal Nehru & Liaquat Ali Khan).
Responsible for resolving disagreements escalated by Central Ministers.

Strategic Oversight

TR ey Central Ministers deputed to affected areas, attending
commission meetings and escalating unresolvable issues.
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: Provincial Minority Commissions :
i East Bengal, West Bengal, and Assam. sl
: Composition: 1 Provincial Minister (Chairman) + 1 Majority Rep + 1 Minority Rep. :
: Function: Observe implementation, report breaches simultaneously to Provincial and Central Governments. :
! :
I I
I I
| |

Ground Enforcement Ground Enforcement Ground Enforcement

District Minority Boards maintaining direct District Minority Boards maintaining direct District Minority Boards maintaining direct
administrative contact with local minorities. administrative contact with local minorities. administrative contact with local minorities.




The Information War:
Narrative Control (1948-1949)

Physical borders were only half the battle. In December 1948 and
March 1949, India and Pakistan signed sweeping agreements to
strictly control their domestic information ecosystems.

The shared goal: total suppression of propaganda inciting war,
rousing communal passion, or advocating for the
amalgamation of the two sovereign Dominions.

Oversight Mechanism
The Inter-Dominion Information Consultative Committee (1 Minister, 2
Govt Officers, 2 Press Reps from each Dominion) meeting bi-monthly

to review media compliance.
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The Media Regulation Matrix

Medium State Action Mechanism
Strict watch maintained, especially || Fortnightly breach reports and
The Press on second and third line consultations with the Provincial Press
newspapers. Advisory Committee.
: Enforcement via Section 9 of the Press
Books & E,’(‘)Cnh_g’gf?(':?j {ggtnst ?g,iﬁaelg ?gre 2 and Registration of Books Act, 1867.
Publications do-Pak ralations ' Text-books reviewed by Education
ndo-Pak relations impact. Ninistrias
: o Directives to Boards of Film Censors;
: Prevention of exhibiting : . . '
Films objectionable films or newsreels. ,?\(é?on under the Indian Cinematograph
Absolute prohibition of posters : T
Posters contravening the spirit of the Intelligence gathering via Deputy

agreement.

Inspector General of Police (CID).
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Bureaucratic Mechanics: The Communication Bottleneck

The Approved Channel

Govt of India
(Ministry of External Affairs)

Absolute Prohibition on Direct Communication

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

<> High Commissioner «— (Pakistan)

[ A
Established diplomatic
practice mandates

that all

communications
between the two

independent Dominions
must be canalised
through Central
authorities.
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Provincial Governments & Subordinate Authorities




Bypassing the Bottleneck: Authorised Exemptions

Partition Operations

==—1=P|| The Partition Secretariat and Ministries may

correspond semi-officially on routine matters to
ascertain reactions without committing the
Government.
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Central
Government
Bottleneck

\
X Trade & Commerce
: Ministry of Commerce may correspond

directly with the Indian Trade

: Commissioner at Karachi on non-policy
matters (e.g., release of detained
imported goods).

Partitioned Provinces (Temporary)

o

West Bengal, Assam, and East Punjab authorised to

correspond directly with Pakistani counterparts on

partition implementation details. Strictly limited

until 30th September, 1949.




Summary of Statecraft: The Blueprint of Survival
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The 1948-1950 Inter-Dominion Agreements reveal the granular mechanics of early Indo-Pak
statecraft. To stabilise a volatile region, both governments engineered a paradoxical
system: they deployed harsh, centralised bureaucratic control (media censorship,
communication bottlenecks) in order to facilitate unprecedented bilateral cooperation
(Minority Commissions, protected transit corridors, and joint property trusts).

Peace was not merely declared; it was administratively architected.
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