CRIMINOLOGICAL INSIGHTS

BY DR. MRIDUL SRIVASTAVA

Kinship & Social Organisation
The Architecture of the Early Human Family

A structural analysis of early sociological theories on descent, authority, and custom.
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From Mother-Right to Father-Right:
The Evolution of Family Kinship

The Patriarchal
Transition
(Father-Right)

The Matriarchal
Foundation
(Mother-Right)

The Father as Proprietor
and Priest: The father
became the absolute head,
possessor of children, and
high priest of family worship.

Maternal Descent and
“Uterine” Inheritance:
Kinship was traced through
the female line; children
inherited property from their
mothers or maternal uncles.

The Primacy of the
Mother-Child Bond:
Relationship was founded on
the immediate physical bond,
while paternity was initially a
matter of inference.

Comparison of Father’s Role
Across Family Systems

Matriarchal Family Patriarchal Family

Father's Status

Shift Through
Power and Economy:
Transition occurred via
physical superiority and
the practice of “bride
price” to acquire wives.

A ”v1sutor or Absolute head

secondary figure and proprietor
Inheritance

p-4 1-4

Matriarchal Traces in the Nayars Ancestor Worship and

Groups like the Nayare of Malabar
displayed systems where women guided
and ruled to a remarkable degree.

Through the From father to
‘ ‘ mother's brother the eldest sun
‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ Residence
Patrilineal Success: ‘) *w ') “w
Lineage was secured by the

eldest son, reinforced by religious Husband resu_ies Wife res’ldes at
belief in ancestral spirits. with wife's kin husband'’s home




The ‘Promiscuity’
Hypothesis

Lorimer Fison theorised that early humans wandered
in small, structureless hordes defined by collective
marital relations, lacking distinct family units.

The Sociological
Rebuttal

il
[ | |

Empirical observation of higher mammals refutes
the horde theory; natural gregariousness favours
solitary or paired family structures over

chaotic communal living.

This hypothesis of
promiscuity has no
real foundation, and is
therefore unscientific.
— Westermarck
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The Anchor of Maternity

The Descent Certainty Scale

Mother

Maternity is a matter
of observation.

Chilg

Father

Paternity is a matter

of inference.

e Feminine filiation
naturally asserted itself
In early societies.

e The mother-child bond
Is visually undeniable
and closest in nature.

e Early descent tracking
and inheritance of
movable
property logically
defaulted to the
female line.
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The Matriarchal System

The Wife’s House

The Visitor

Subordinate role, a visitor in Uterine
his wife’s house, merely ‘ N ep}}ews
contributes customary gifts. (Heirs)

Cited Examples: Khasias of Assam (husband resides in wife's house) « Nayars of Malabar (prominent female guidance)
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The Mechanics of the Patriarchal Shift

1. Physical Mastery

The raw impulse for
mastery and male physical
superiority begins to assert

control over the social group.

2. Wealth
Accumulation

=S:

Fathers desire to leave
accumulated property to
their direct children,
avoiding the social
awkwardness of passing rank
to their sister’s children.

3. The Bride Price

WA

78"

The critical catalyst.
Payment legally transfers the
wife away from her kin,
physically moving her to
the husband’s home and
transferring her children
to his stock.

Result:
The

Patriarchal
Family
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Structural Blueprint: Systems of Descent

Dimension Matriarchal System Patriarchal System

Line of Descent Strictly through the female line Strictly through the male line

Locus of Authority Frequently maternal uncle or shared | Absolute paternal (Patria potestas)
Property & Inheritance | To sister’s children (Uterine nephews) | To direct descendants (Sons)

Role of the Father ggggﬁiiggge “visitor” with minimal . nggiute ruler and primary religious
Cited Examples Nayars of Malabar, Khasias Romans, Aryans, Modern Hindu Family
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Religion as the Ultimate Patriarchal Enforcer

The Anthropologist’s Blueprint

..................
.....

................

Physical force
established

patriarchy, but A
ancestor worship e
cemented it.

Domestic Hearth

The Father
(High Priest)

The father acts as the
strict gateway. He alone
. . possesses the traditional
... cultrituals to appease
the ancestors.

Defying his authority
means exclusion from
the family cult and
eternal misery.




Case Study: The Modern Hindu Joint Family

Eldest Living Male

Absolute subjection of all members.
Oversees spiritual welfare,
management, and discipline.

Junior Members Senior Woman

Remain under paternal roof to Superintendent of inner household
avoid expenses of a separate economy. Regulates expenses and
establishment. preserves family worship.

Rooted in the Smrithis: A system of common habitation, shared property, and community of cultures.
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I The Anatomy of Kinship

The Power of
the Name

= Family names originate
from village localities or
remote ancestors.

‘Identity Of s |n aristocratic families like

the Nambuthiris, the name

(Consanguinity) > ﬂeSh, lf l‘lOt serves as an indelible

stamp of status and social

Of fOOd., precedence.

= Thisidentity persists even
after physical households
partition.
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Mapping the Network: Morgan’s Taxonomy

Descriptive System

Ego @

Father @

o o

Father'slBrother Motlher

o o o o

Father's Brother  Father's Sister Mother’s Brother Mother’s Sister

) I ' T
S g & S 6 6 &

Brother's Brother’s Sister's Sister's Sister's Sister's
Son Daughter Son Daughter Son Daughter

Aryan & Semitic Systems: Employs specific descriptive phrases
to denote single persons or very small groups. A biological father is
distinctly separated linguistically from an uncle.

Classificatory System

Father Mother
Father \o>S—==/\ Mother
LSS TS

S o S L\V
DY e=wvals 97

N
Son Daughter /’,‘ %‘:\(; {% b\’\
Za YV

Children  Children
Son Daughter

h

Father Mother

Son Daughter

Brother, Sister

Son#Daughter

Malayan & Polynesian Systems: Consanguinei are reduced to great
classes. Vast networks are grouped under identical terms. For example,
“Fathers” encompasses the biological father and all his brothers.
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Sexual Antagonism & The Architecture of Taboo

Biological Perception Societal Taboo
1 Woman perceived as the mysterious Strict physical seclusion during menstrual
"guardian of the secrets of nature”. periods and childbirth.
Observation of physical differences Occupational and religious exclusion (e.g.,
2. | and the perceived impossibility of Brahman women forbidden from touching
complete equality. sacred images or performing pujas).

Name-speaking restrictions. A Hindu wife
3 Fear of spiritual contamination and does not mention her husband’s name;
the mystic power of identity. Solomon Islands men pronounce women's
names in a hushed tone.
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The Couvade: Symbolism Over Biology

>o Confinement

>6 Transference

Wife delivers the child and Husband retires to a dark Husband avoids all physical

quickly returns to her daily room, assumes a strict diet, labour, fearing he might

work. and receives physical care ‘dismember’ the child’s
(e.g., abdomen shampooed). corresponding limbs.

The Anthropological Translation

Professor Tylor notes this is a deliberate “piece of symbolism”
and a legal rite of adoption. It is the sophisticated mechanism
by which a father legally asserts his paternity against the older,
ingrained maternal system of descent.
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The Anthropologist's Blueprint

Synthesis Arc: The Evolution of Marriage

Biological Bride Polyandry &

Instincts Purchase Polygam
_\ | / / ygamy

\ |

Economic
Consolidation

Religious
Sanction

The Divine

Institution
(Structured
Monogamy)

Marriage evolved from physical necessity and disparate historical arrangements into a structured, moral state. It is not an
artificial construct, but an institution possessing profound religious and moral content engineered to preserve humanity.

A NotebooklLM



The family is not merely
a biological necessity.

It is the engineered blueprint
for human‘continuity.

From the maternal anchor of observation to the patriarchal __iS
architecture of ancestor worship, kinship structures remain our most |

powerful technology for social, economic, and spiritual survival. 4 (r'
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