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The Argument: Colonial power was not
N
solely enacted through physical force,

but meticulously managed through
administrative ledgers, bureaucratic
delays, and categorical exactitude.
These seemingly mundane memos reveal
the systemic priorities of an empire
balancing legal legitimacy, economic
utility, and corporal control.
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1886 Prison Administration: The Lucknow Directives
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449 IS APRIL - MAY 1886:
LEGAL RIGHTS AND REMISSIO

11 June: Stricter Prisoner
Transfer Criteria
Transfers are only permitted if

required by health or for the public
service’s benefit.

11 June: Tracking Juvenile
Sentencing

A formal return was required for all
juveniles imprisoned in lleu of whipping.

. e Name and Age \\
Required ; \“

¢ Offence and Sentence
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Field e Sentencing Court ;?.g/j
. o s . N « Identifying the specific |
20 April: Good Conduct 25 May: Whipping 26 May: Remission juvenile offender.
Rule Amendments Postponed for Appeals Through Labour Purpose of || e Tracking the nature of

Information crimes and duration of stay.
, Section 434 of the Indian Penal Sentences of whipping must be Prisoners held in lieu of lines - o Identifying the legal (
(o Code substituted Section 534 postponed until appeal results may apply for labinu to earn \ authority that bypassed ¢
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The Paperwork
of Punishment

Context: North-Western Provinces &
Oudh, British India.

Timeframe: April to June, 1886.

The Artifacts: Five administrative
circulars issued by the Inspector-
General of Prisons.

The Argument: Colonial power was not
solely enacted through physical force,
but meticulously managed through
administrative ledgers, bureaucratic
delays, and categorical exactitude.
These seemingly mundane memos reveal
the systemic priorities of an empire
balancing legal legitimacy, economic
utility, and corporal control.




The Archival Corpus: April-June 1886

R. T. Hobart, C.S.

Inspector-General of Prisons

Col. H. M. Stanley Clarke E. Walsh

Inspector-General of Prisons Acting for Inspector-General

. Qndu..-n Yt ¥,

Circeler Mome: Xn 28 of e

April 20:
Circular
No. 24

Legal

| Procedure

May 25:
Circular
No. 26

Appeals &
Whipping

May 26:
Circular
No. 27

Labor &
Remission

480, CAMENTMENT.
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June 11:
Circular
No. 28

Staff
Transfers

June 11:
Circular
No. 29

| Juvenile
| Demographics




Legal Exactitude and the Penal Code

— : p LApris, 1000.

Requsasrs that in the concluding para: of

the New Good Coeffuct RulesNune 3rd Viz: (except

Sections 426, #27, 534 and 447 InNan Penal Code)

aad 1= this (Jfice Cireular No. 9 daYed 2nd March

)

—— The Correction
Substituting Section 534 with 434

Analytical Callout

The administration issues a dedicated,
standalone circular solely to correct a single
digit in the Indian Penal Code citation
regarding ‘New Good Conduct Rules.

1886 Sectior] 434 be substituted for Pection 534,

Systemic Implication

Carceral authority required absolute
textual precision. The state’s right to
discipline subjects was grounded entirely
in its adherence to codified laws. A
misapplied legal section threatened the
bureaucratic legitimacy of the punishment.



The Judicial Pause:
Delaying the Lash
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JAIL 1886. DEPT.

From
Tas INSPR-GENL. os FRISONS.
Nerthr- Westera Prevtincee § Ovedh
To
Tas SUPERINTENDENTS
oo JATLS,
North-Western Previnces § Owdi

Dated Lucknere:
N v’ / f
The ' M. ag, } Xo, -

Reccived

SUBIECT.
PRISONERS' APPEALS

Ununen the orders of Government the following
ereeption vill be made to Bule V Para: 731 Jail
Maoncal.

Sukject Priconers’ Appeaie.

“When tha-aentence includes the punish
“ment of whipping the appeal shall be received by tha
*Superintendent even thongh unaccompaniod by »
“eopy of the judgment or ceder (provided that it be
“presented within 15 daye) and the intfletion of
“whipping pestponed Ul the resuit of appeal shall be
“knowa, The appeal need not be forwarded to the

“appellate Court until a eopy of the jedgmen
“order has been received.” REReY

St Ok

lenger-Gual, of Pravens,
K.

FPRISONERS APPEALS

Unpen the orders of Government the following
exception will be made to Rule V Para: 721 Jail

Manual.
Subject Prisoners’ Appeals.

“When the sentence includes the punish-
“ment of whipping the appeal shall be received by the
‘Superintendent even though unaccompanied by a
“copy of the judgment or order (provided that it be
“presented within 15 days) and the infliction of
“whipping postponed till the result of appeal shall be
“known. The appeal need not be forwarded to the

“appellate Court until a copy of the judgment or
“order has been received.”

Analytical Callout
The physical act of state violence (whipping) is
explicitly subordinated to bureaucratic
procedure (the appeal window). The state
mandates a “judicial pause,” proving that
legal paperwork superseded the immediate
execution of bodily punishment.




The Economics of the Sentence

Immediate Action: Must be acquainted with
Rule 2A and C immediately upon entering.

Denied remission benefits.

If NO / Applied Late Decision Gate:

Apply for permission
to labor at once?

Assigned labor.

¥

Condition: Prisoner labors
“throughout” the imprisonment term.

Result: Entitled to remission of sentence.

Analytical Callout

To convert non-laboring prisoners into a productive economic workforce, the administration leveraged time itself.
Remission was weaponized as a behavioral and economic incentive, requiring voluntary, continuous labor from day

one.



Managing the Managers

Tae SUPERINTENDENT or.._. L AN,
| IN THE
North- Western Provinces § Oudh.

Dated Lucknow, ihe June, 1856

SUPERINTENDEST of JAIL is requested not to forward to Inspeetor
eneral applications for transfers submitted by his subordinates unless he
elf is distinetiy of opinion :

(a) that the man’s health requires the change, or

(b) that it is to the good of the public serviee the transfer
should be made.

In either case Superintendent should reecord his opinion on the
lication when forwarding it.

"H, M. STANLEY CLARKE, Cox:

Inspector- General of Presons,
North- Western Provinces & Qudh.

The Friction: Subordinate staff requesting
transfers.

The Bottleneck: The Superintendent must
distinctively record an opinion before forwarding.

The Binary Filter (Only two acceptable conditions):

Condition A: The man'’s health requires

Condition B: It is to the good of the
public service.

D the change.

Analytical Callout: The carceral machine required
stable cogs. By placing the Superintendent as a rigid
bottleneck, the Inspector-General curtailed
administrative churn. alive administrative churn.
Personal preference was entirely eliminated; movement
was only granted for medical necessity or state utility.



The ArChival Data Frame: Target Population: Juveniles

sentenced to imprisonment

The Juvenj_le QueStion in lieu of whipping.

By what Court

sentenced. Remarks.

Offence. Sentence.

Determining legal status The critical variable. Tracked specifically because
and physical capacity for the sentence was ‘too brief to admit of their being
punishment. sent to the Central Prison Reformatory.”

Analytical Callout: This form captures an anomaly in the carceral system. These juveniles were spared the

lash but incarcerated for terms too short for formal ‘reform.” The state demanded this data to quantify a
demographic that was actively slipping between the cracks of defined penal categories.




The Architecture of Incarceration

Primary
Administrative
Goal

Mechanism
Used

The “Carceral
Lever”

Adult Convicts

(Memo 26)

Simple

Imprisonment

(Memo 27)

Subordinate Staff

(Memo 28)

Juveniles
(Memo 29)

Legal Economic Systemic Demographic
Legitimacy Utility Stability Tracking
Appeal Remission Transfer
Delays Rules Blocks Data Retlims
Bureaucratic Voluntary Chain of S
Process Labor Command Categorization




The Mechanism of Empire
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The reality of the colonial jail was not solely defined by the walls, the labor, or the lash.
It was defined by the paper.
Through circulars, memos, and returns, the state transformed human
bodies—their punishments, their labor, and their youth—into—into

manageable data points. The bureaucracy was not merely the record of
the punishment; the bureaucracy was the mechanism of control.
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