The Fossiliferous Stratum

An Anthropological History of Ancient Kerala

CRIMINOLOGICAL INSIGHTS

BY DR. MRIDUL SRIVASTAVA

Tracing the demographic and cultural layers of Malabar,
Cochin, and Travancore.




The Evolution of Ancient Kerala:
A Fusion of Two Worlds

FOUNDATIONS AND LEGENDS

The Legend of Parasurama:
Tradition credits the land’s
creation to Parasurama, who
reclaimed it from the sea.
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Racial and Li tic F The Nambuthiri Settlement:
acialAncillin guistic Fusio: Aryan Nambuthiris established a

Malayalam evoived as a blend theocratic social order through
of Sanskrit and the indigenous a system of 64 villages.

Dravidian tongue.

Ancient ‘Black Gold’ Trade:
Kerala's pepper was so
valued that Alaric the Goth
demanded it from Rome.

Patriarchal Matriarchal
The Triarchy of Kingdoms: System System
Ancient Kerala comprised three
main Hindu kingdoms: Malabar, Pepper: Pearls: Beryl: Unique Laws of Inheritance:
Cochin, and Travancore. High-priced “Black Gold" Sourced from the Highly esteemed gems The region maintained distinct
sought by Europeanand  fisheries of the Southern  found in the mines of Salem patriarchal and matriarchal systems
Roman markets. Sea (Golf of Mannar). and Coimbatore. of descent and property.
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A Living Museum of
Indian Anthropology

“..plays in Indian Anthropology,
the part of a happy and
undisturbed fossiliferous stratum.
The State may be regarded as a
Museum, in which are preserved
alive survivals, of nearly all the
ancient peoples, religions, laws,
manners and customs.”
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The Geographic Cruci

The Legend of Parasurama

Karma Bhumi (The Land of Salvation)

- Created by Parasurama (16th avatar of
Vishnu) as expiation for exterminating the
Kshatriya dynasties.

- He prayed to Varuna (Indian Neptune) to
recede the seas, gifting the newly exposed land
to Brahman colonists.

ble: Myth vs. Science

(

Geological Reality

Gradual Formation

- Formed by sudden subterranean upheaval
or the gradual recession of waters.

- The physical landscape features sudden
depressions, lagoons, and sandy tracts (like
Vypeen island) deposited by river currents
and tidal waves.
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The Barrier The Exports
The impenetrable Western : Pepper (demanded as war
Ghats left the region completely indemnity by Alaric the Goth in
| secluded from Northern India, “A ‘A(‘ 409 A.D.), Pearls from the Gulf of |—
fostering unique development. ‘ = Mannar, and Beryls/Aquamarine.
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The Romans (Yavanas)

Imported Roman gold (aureus) and
wine. Stationed two cohorts to
protect commerce. Yavana guards in
complete armour served Tamil kings.
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Tamilakam and the Early Global Economy
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An early safe harbour for Jainism,
Buddhism, St. Thomas the Apostle
(3rd century), and ancient
Phoenician/Jewish communities.

Cultural Influx
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The Demographic Migrations Matrix

Stratum I: Pre-Dravidians T 1y o Stratum III: Aryans
(Autochthones) ' (Nambuthiris)
Supposed Indo-Oceanic Northwest India :
.06 ; Northern India
Origins landmass / Melanesian (preceded by aberrant (Post Manryar Emipie)
affinities. negroid types). Y B
Physical | Dark skin, flat nose, short Dark skins, straight/wavy Tall, fair-complexioned,
Traits stature. hair. prominent noses.
Social Hillmen, agrarian serfs, Agricultural settlers, Doa!e PRy
T dominant landlords
Role hunter-gatherers. ~ warlike indigenous rulers. Genmics) |




Stratum [: The Aboriginal Substratum
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A Group of Vettuva Women in the Forest
North Malabar
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Dress: Use of natural
foliage for clothing.

Adornment: Bamboo
combs and heavy
necklaces.
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Key Findings

- Linguistic Legacy: Lost their
aboriginal Negrito speech,
completely absorbing the
languages of later populations.

- Tools & Customs: Used
wrought and unwrought stones
fashioned primitively. Unique
customs include chipping of
incisor teeth (Kadars) and use of
boomerangs.

- Burial Practices: Left behind
megalithic tombs, cairns, and

sepulchral urns found across
Malabar.
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Stratum II;: The Matriarchal Architects

The Tribe

Uterine ties alone constitute kinship.

The Clan

Descent reckoned only through the female line.
The father is not regarded as related to his own
children. Dictated strict exogamy (marriage
outside the clan).

A grouping of clans linked by shared political and
social Inal institutions under elders, transitioning
from blood-ties to political-ties over time.

Key Insight: Even after thousands of years of subsequent patriarchal Aryan influence, the
matriarchal line of inheritance fiercely persisted among the Nayars and other Dravidian groups.
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Stratum III: The Aryan Transformation

| The Conquerors

- Arrived as militant colonizers
facing heavy opposition from early
indigenous groups (often
mythologized as Nagas or
serpents).

- Initial wave characterized by
bloodshed and feuds. A subclass of
weapon-bearers (Ayudha panikals)
suffered social degradation for
\committing slaughter. Vai
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The Priestly Landlords

- Transformed entirely into the
Nambuthiris: a docile, peace-loving,
non-interfering priestly class.

- Established dominance not through
continued force of arms, but through
profound intellectual, economic, and

\NJ

‘~religious influence.




The Engine of Assimilation: Nambuthiri Inheritance

The Nambuthiri Family Estate

Practices strict endogamy (marries
within the Brahman caste)

Denied property inheritance
Form matrimonial alliances with
Dravidian (Nayar) women
Result: Surplus males absorbed into
the native population via polygamy.

Through motives of self-interest, this single rule drove a massive demographic
blending across Kerala without diluting Aryan economic supremacy.

Inherits 100% of the property and
manages family affairs (Karnavan)

Result: Racial purity and undivided
wealth maintained.
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The Theocratic Republic

4
- A people with strong
communal feeling

became the masters and
rulers of the land.

Supreme Level

(The Perumalsz
Viceroys brought from neighbouring
kingdoms (Chera, Chola, Pandya) to rule

for strict 12-year terms as a check
against Brahman tyranny

The native Nayar leaders
(Kshatriyas) were

Executlve Level |

Taliyadiris (Chieftains) appointed for three- g\ ‘
~_year terms to manage spiritual and social matters.

designated to discharge
administrative and
military duties under
Nambuthiri
overlordship, creating a
unique theological
feudalism.

64 Grammams (Villages)
ok Settlements of Nambutluri households s




The Great Assimilation
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/ Language : Customs: \\

/ (Malay alam) Nambuthiris uncons- '\
Brahmans adopted ciously imbibed the
Dravidian speech but \ faiths of the Dravidians, \
heavily modified it with . altering tufts of hairto |
a massive influx of ~. front and modifying ;"

patriarchal
standards. /

Sanskrit words. .~

Caste Hlerarchy Infusion of Aryan

_ blood was freely allowed in the Nayar
-s community, while lower castes were

\ guarded against intermixture
. through rigid ‘atmospheric
pollution’ distances.

The conquerors and the conquered lived side by side, bound into
a political unity with an abiding sense of nationality.



An Unbroken Stratum

No Complete Erasure

The Aryan immigration, vastly
outnumbered, succeeded in
welding heterogeneous elements
together physically, intellectually,
and politically.

A Shared Civilisation

The non-Aryan elements
contributed equally to the
common fund of what became
Kerala’s highly distinct identity.

The Final Legacy

The pure Aryan racial type never
became widely distributed, but
their framework organized the

existing Dravidian structures into

a resilient, lasting society.
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